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Dear Readers,

Israel & UAE:
A Game-Changer Bond
for the Region

Unlocking the Potential
for Business & Trade

T

he Abraham Accords, signed in
September 2020, is a game changer
in the entire region. The potential for
cooperation is limitless. In the few months since
the signing of the agreement, we already see
the beginnings of collaborations in many areas,
including technology and innovation such as ICT, Fintech and Smart Cities,
Financial Industry, Business Services and Logistics, Agriculture and Water,
Life Sciences and Pharmaceuticals, and of course, Travel and Tourism.
High-Tech & Innovation:
Creating a Strong Base
for Collaborations

Find your partner in: Smart Cities ● Fintech ● Business
Services ● Agriculture ● Water ● Health ● Logistics ● And more

Spicy Marketing Relations

always there

All these developments are a bit challenged by the Covid19 pandemic, but
even this has failed to stop the great interest shown in connecting that
exists between businesspeople in the two countries.
We are pleased to present to you the first edition of the Israel-UAE Business
Guide. In this Guide, you will find greetings from dignitaries and heads
of organizations that assisted in its production and distribution; general
information on business potential and business culture; specific information
on industry sectors as well as company profiles and advertisements of
Israeli and United Arab Emirates's companies interested in collaborations
and in expanding their businesses.
Israel-UAE Business Guide is published by Paprika Productions Ltd., edited by
Abraham Yehuda of India-Israel Initiatives, and is produced in collaboration
with the Indian Business & Professionals Council (IBPC) of Dubai, chaired
by the distinguished Mr. Suresh Kumar. We thank IBPC for their assistance
in connecting us with the distributing organizations and managing the
logistics involved in distributing the Guide in the UAE through the Abu
Dhabi and Dubai Chambers of Commerce.
Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Economy & Industry,
as well as the Israel Export Institute, the Manufacturers' Association of
Israel and other organizations also mobilized to distribute the Guide, for
which we are grateful.
The contents of the Guide will soon be uploaded on to a unique website
being set up: Israel-UAE Business.
We wish you all interesting and useful reading,
Yours sincerely,

Inbal Peleg
CEO
Paprika Productions LTD, Israel
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Jebel Ali
Free Zone - Dubai:
Your Gateway to
International Trade

Jebel Ali Free Zone (Jafza) is an integrated, industrial, logistical, trade hub, and a flag ship facility of DP World. Jafza's
proximity to local and regional consumer markets, suppliers, highly efficient port and its excellent network connectivity,
make it your ideal partner, to expand across newer horizons.
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businesses from 125
countries

Set up your business in Jafza, our unique one stop shop ecosystem that offers customized end to end
solutions, market access and unprecedented growth oppounities.
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Industrial Real
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End to End
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Eitan Na’eh

T

Dear Readers,
he historic Abraham Accords and agreements
are an important milestone that will serve to
advance security and stability and will yield
substantial economic and commercial achievements
across the region.

Israel can cooperate with the UAE in the agricultural
sector in order to enhance both countries' relative
advantages and experience. In energy - the renewable
energy sector is yet another area.
Israel is particularly strong in food technology and
innovation and has a large ecosystem of food tech
companies, with several partnerships with research
institutes and universities.
Peaceful co existence is not a dream any more, but
a reality.

It is already starting to shape the minds of people,
winning hearts and minds towards peace and its
many advantages. It is a result of a brave vision of
our leaders - a vision of peace, breaking off from
the world of yesterday to a better world tomorrow,
combined with creative statecraft, expedient
execution and hard work of many from the United
States of America, the UAE, and Israel.

Israel has immensely important peace agreements
with its immediate neighbors - Egypt and Jordan, a
cornerstone in our national security architecture
and the entire Middle East.

Israel and the UAE are two nations that have a lot
in common. Both societies are driven by vision,
innovation, and thrive on the use of new technologies.
UAE and Israel are home to some of the world’s most
promising startups.

From Bahrain and the UAE in the East to Morocco
in the west - a zone of cooperation, that offers
opportunities in trade, tourism, innovation, and above
all security and stability, is being formed.

We already share a worldview on the region. But it’s
not only two small and very ambitious States that
thrive in impossible conditions - it’s first and foremost
a long-term people-to-people connection, supported
by governments that are determined to make every
effort to assist business communities to connect.
Food security and energy are emerging as key areas
in which the UAE and Israel can cooperate.
Both Israel and UAE are made up of desert lands
and scarce water resources, with UAE importing
more than 90% of its food but beginning to boost
its food and water security in the past few years.
Israel-UAE > Business Guide > 2021

Along with the UAE, Bahrain, Morocco and Sudan
have joined in and hopefully more countries soon.
The Middle East Peace Club (MEPC) is growing to
become a club others want to belong to.

With other like-minded countries in the Eastern
Mediterranean, the word opportunities is dressed
with a new meaning.
We don't have to agree on everything, but one subject:
The future belongs to visionaries - the peace makers.
Disagreements should not block cooperation for a
better future. Cooperation on the other hand, can
and will reduce disagreements.
Yours,
Ambassador Eitan Na’eh
Head of Mission
Embassy of Israel to the United Arab Emirates
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Think Next,
Think Nextcom

I

n Israel and in Africa, when leading
telecom, wireless, energy and
technology providers contemplate
their next moves, when they begin
building their next generation of
products and infrastructure, a great
many think Nextcom. They think
of our size, financial fortitude and
decades of experience. They think
of our wherewithal to act as an EPC
contractor and our infallible trackrecord of on-time, on-schedule, onbudget project delivery. They think of
Nextcom and rely on us to see their
projects through from inception
to implementation and beyond in
sectors that include:
●● Renewable energy
●● Telecom and multimedia
●● Civil Infrastructure
●● Engineering

Nextcom Renewable Energy
Just as the historic ties between Israel
and the United Arab Emirates are
heralding positive regional and global
changes, so too are we, individuals,
businesses and governments,
changing the way we treat and respect
Contact us:
Joni Cohen
joni.cohen@Nextcomgroup.com
972- 53-2356334
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the environment by increasingly
choosing renewable sources of
energy to power our cities and lives.
At Nextcom, we’re embracing and
helping to drive these changes,
committing substantial human,
operational and financial resources
to green energy initiatives. We have
formed a one-stop-shop for both solar
and wind energy projects, acting as
leading EPC/BOP contractor and
supporting our clients throughout
the complete project lifecycle.
Solar Energy: Nextcom kicked-off
its solar energy activities in 2008,
installing dozens of megawatts of
domestic, commercial and industrial
rooftops across Israel. In 2015 we
broadened our focus, expanding
our cadre of top-notch solar
professionals and employing stateof-the-art software and equipment
to construct large solar farms.
Today, Nextcom is taking the lead
on all forms of solar energy projects,
including solar farms, rooftop and
ground-based photovoltaic solar
arrays, and our latest addition,
water reservoir floating solar farms
- cutting-edge Nextcom technology
based on advanced Bifacial solar
panels and combined energy storage.
Wind Energy: 2015 was a pivotal
year for Nextcom when, together
with a select group of partners, we
deployed a commercial wind farm
in northern Israel. As with solar,

our extensive expertise and robust
organizational infrastructure have led
to rapid growth, including Nextcom
being awarded a full BOP (Balance
of Plant) contract to design and
construct a 104MW plant based on 34
GE wind turbines, and more recently,
being awarded an EPC contract
for the design and construction of
the largest wind farm in Israel, the
GENESYS 206MW plant that will
include 39 wind turbines.
Nextcom also offers an array of
wind farm services, including wind
measurements using top quality
sensors, design & engineering,
foundation works, roads for turbine
transportation, electrical (LV, MV,
HV) works, HV substations, Scada
and security systems, cyber security
and O&M services.
Telecommunications
Infrastructure
For over 25 years, Nextcom Group
has been delivering comprehensive
telecommunication and solutions,
earning our reputation as the
go-to provider in the field. We
specialize in end-to-end, turnkey
telecom network projects, wired
and/or wireless, including design,
installation and maintenance,
spanning in size from local office
networks to large corporate or
service providers networks and
onward, to entire office building
installations. In addition, Nextcom
provides integration services to
data-centers and is active in all
other areas of telecom, including
WIFI, cellular and fiber optics,
multimedia systems, IOT solutions
and smart home technology.
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Omar Khan

O

Dear Readers,
n behalf of Dubai Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, it is my honor to support the publication
Israel-UAE Business Guide, which is a valuable
resource for businesses That want to learn more about
trade and investment opportunities in both markets.
Since the UAE and Israel normalized ties with the
signing of the Abraham Accords last, the two countries
have spared no effort in exploring and capitalizing
on existing business potential. The launch of direct
flights, establishment of a joint investment fund
and the easing of visa restrictions were all major
developments that have accelerated economic
cooperation in recent months.
Trade is expected to play a fundamental role in
strengthening UAE-Israel relations going forward.
Dubai is an ideal hub for Israeli exports, strategically
located between Asian and African markets, while
Israel can become a gateway for Dubai exports bound
for Europe and North America.
As a leading representative of the private sector in
Dubai, Dubai Chamber is playing a crucial role in building
ties between business communities in the UAE and
Israel. These efforts support our aim to maximize
opportunities for Dubai’s dynamic private sector,
create a fertile ground for investments and enhance
the capacity of our members to do business.
All of these are strengths that the UAE can leverage
as it transitions to a knowledge-based economy and
maps out its vision for the next 50 years.

Suresh Kumar

S

Dear Friends,
alaam/ Shalom/ Greetings!
IBPC Dubai is the apex organization that
has been playing a critical role as a catalyst
for trade and investment flows between the UAE
and India while enabling business networking and
business gathering opportunities for leading Indian
and Emirati-owned businesses and professional
firms in the UAE.
IBPC Dubai welcomes the opportunities now
available thanks to the Abraham Accords, which
brings people and a country of immense potential
and a market for the UAE and Israel in both directions.
Dubai has been renowned as an entrepot for several
centuries and it's trading and business community
thrives on building new relationships and new
connectivities with their global counterparts in
most parts of the world, including now Israel.
The Indian community is the largest expatriate
community for any nationality in the UAE. It can
also benefit from the fact that India and Israel share
a close strategic relationship over the years and
this presents the possibilities of three-way growth
and investment flows. As one of the wealthiest
communities in the region, the Indian business
community will therefore bring considerable valueaddition and value propositions to the table for a
mutually beneficial economic relationship.
IBPC Dubai would wish to play its part in strengthening
this forging of ties between our peoples.

Yours sincerely,

With best wishes,

Omar Khan
Director – International Offices
Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Suresh Kumar
Chairman
Indian Business & Professional Council (IBPC) Dubai
2021 < Business Guide < Israel-UAE

Ohad Cohen

Photo by: Gidon Sharon

Photo by: Shlomi Amsalem
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Hadar Shor

T

S

I sincerely believe that peace and security
can be significantly supported by enhancing
and strengthening bilateral economic and
commercial ties. Therefore, the Israeli Ministry
of Economy and Industry will make efforts in
promoting business and trade between the two
countries.

In the past few months, the Ministry of Economy and
Industry, through the Foreign Trade Administration,
has been working painstakingly to create appropriate
agreements between the countries and send delegations.
Ministers took part in events in both countries, showing
their commitment to these agreements.

Dear Readers,
he Abraham Accords signed in September
2020 showed how two nations in the Middle
East, that had no prior diplomatic or other
official ties before, were able to quickly normalize
their relations.

We see significant potential in Innovation,
Fintech, Aviation & Maritime technologies, Water
technologies, Agriculture and Foodtech, and
accordingly the Ministry will establish in a few
months an Economic & Trade Mission in the
United Arab Emirates, the first Mission in the
Middle East.
It is my pleasure to welcome the initiative of the
first Israel-UAE Business Guide. I hope it will
assist in connecting companies and institutions
on both sides - to get to know each other and to
explore the potential of collaborations.

Sincerely,
Ohad Cohen
Trade Commissioner
Director of the Foreign Trade Administration
Ministry of Economy and Industry,
State of Israel
Israel-UAE > Business Guide > 2021

Dear Readers,
ince the establishment of the Abraham Accords,
the mutual relationship has developed at a rapid
pace. Many Israeli and Emirati delegations have
already visited each other's country. Agreements have
been signed between Government entities at a pace
never seen before.

The UAE is a market that complements the Israeli
one rather than competes with it. As proof of our
commitment, the Israeli Foreign Trade Administration
will be opening its commercial mission in the UAE during
2021 along with offices in other business capitals.
Our Office will also be the point of entry for Israeli
innovation through companies that are interested in
the UAE market and the point of contact for every local
business wishing to trade with Israel. Our Ministry is
in direct touch with our colleagues in the UAE, who
are also very keen to ensure success in these efforts.
I wish all of you lots of success in your business ventures
in this new and exciting market and invite you to contact
us for any kind of assistance.
Yours,
Hadar Shor
Director, Middle East Africa & India Department
The Foreign Trade Administration
Ministry of Economy and Industry, State of Israel
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economies of the two countries; the
UAE economy depends on oil which is
subject to price swings, and is based
on state-owned companies, while
most of Israel’s GDP comes from the
private sector.
In recent decades, the UAE has taken
Population - in millions

T

hanks to Emirati oil reserves,
the UAE is ranked among the
ten richest countries in the
world, with a GDP of $61,000 USD
per capita. Despite the similarities
in some economic indicators, there
are significant differences in the

The UAE and Israel are both among
the highest-ranking Middle Eastern
countries in international indices. In
the World Economic Forum’s Global
Competitiveness Index, the UAE and
Israel rank 25th and 20th, respectively,
among 141 countries.
The index evaluates countries in twelve
categories including, infrastructure,
regulatory burden, financial stability,
business innovation, workforce skills,

Dollar/LC

Among the economies in the Middle
East, those of the UAE and Israel are
the most developed. The two countries
have many similarities including
population size, GDP, growth rate,
income levels, credit ratings, and USD
exchange rates | Israel Export Institute

Credit Rank (Fitch)

Unlocking Business Potential

Unemployment (%)

Israel and the UAE:

action to reduce its dependency on oil
through investments and technology.
In 2018, the UAE was recorded as the
largest investor among countries in the
Middle East and the second largest
recipient of incoming investments. The
annual average of foreign investments
from the UAE, in the past five years,
has been $14.5 billion USD, while
incoming investments average $10
billion USD annually.
According to a report published
by the IVC, the majority of Emirati
investments in hi-tech, in the past
seven years, have been in information
technology, telecommunications,
Fintech, and health. In 2018, the UAE
invested 1.3% of its GDP in research
and development, still far from Israel’s
annual investment of 5%.
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life expectancy, and more.
The UAE and Israel are both ranked
first in macroeconomic stability (4th
pillar). Additional noteworthy rankings
for Israel include its innovation (ranked
15th), ranking first in investment in
research and development in relation
to GDP (5% of the GDP), and high life
expectancy (9th).
Israel ranked comparatively low
in regulatory burden, which is
burdensome to trade, low commitment
to sustainability (27th), transport
efficiency (26th), information and
communication technology adoption
(42nd), and market efficiency (32nd)
which is a result of low competition
and industry barriers.
The UAE is notable for its ranking in
regulatory burden (15th), transport
efficiency (8th), information and
communication technology adoption
(2nd), and market efficiency (4th)
-as a result of its GCC membership,
the UAE has trade agreements with
many countries. In addition, the
UAE’s geographic location is very

attractive due to its free trade zones
and low taxation policies (5% VAT,
0% corporate tax). Almost half of all
imports to the UAE are registered as
re-exports.
The UAE received comparatively low
rankings for life expectancy (92nd),
business environment and innovation,
especially with regard to bureaucracy
and costs of starting a business (31st)
and investment in research and
development (33rd).
The two countries have
complementary strengths and can
help one another become more
competitive globally.
Building on the Emirati government’s
strategy for the coming years, there
are several fields that stand out as
possibilities for cooperation between
the two countries.
Digital health and medical equipment:
Following the global health crisis,
private and government investments
have been high in order to make
advanced medical solutions accessible
to the entire population. Israel has

become a leader in medical innovation
in the past several years, and offers
solutions in a variety of fields
that can assist in reducing health
costs, improving quality of health,
accessibility, digitalization, and more.
Water: The UAE does not use irrigation
effectively, and has the highest water
use per capita in the world. UAE's
water strategy focuses on three
main programs: the water demand
management, the water supply
management, and the emergency
production and distribution. Israel is
one of the driest countries in the world
and is a leader in these fields.
Renewable energy: The UAE launched
Energy Strategy 2050 which aims to
increase clean energy to its total
energy mix - from 25% to 50% by
2050, and reduce its carbon footprint
of power generation by 70%.
Food technology and agriculture: As
a desert nation, the UAE is heavily
dependent on agricultural imports and
strives to secure its food production
systems. It also aims at implementing
robust agricultural practices that
increase the output and production
in the country.
Infrastructure and construction:
Most investments are made in urban
real estate and infrastructure. On a
policy level, there are several major
infrastructure projects in Dubai and
in the port town of Sharjah.
Cyber, HLS, and AI: As a leader in
these fields, Israel can assist the UAE
with its strategic goal of information
and homeland security.
Diamonds and precious stones: Dubai
is the third-largest diamond trading
center in the world, which is also an
important industry in Israel.

The article courtesy
of the Israel Export Institute
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Some tips that could
assist UAE and Israeli
business people deal with
each other | Abraham Yehuda,
Editor - Israel-UAE Business Guide

W

BUILDING BETTER
UNDERSTANDING

hat makes Israelis tick? Firstly, its their
intensity and hunger to learn more about
new opportunities. This stems from living in a
region that has virtually no raw materials, where climatic
conditions were harsh over half the region, and learning
to jell with people from 80 different cultures all placed
in one pot.
Being likeminded is not necessarily an advantage. When
you are different the motivation to collaborate is stronger.
So they made a determined effort to forge a common
entity and ethos under the national flag.
Making Do with Few Resources
Not enough arable land for growing food? You create
conditions in which you can grow food. Not enough
water to go around? You develop means of harnessing
the water you have and innovate - through drip irrigation,
desalination, water harvesting and recycling of water
for optimum usage. Today, nearly 90% of Israel’s water
usage in agriculture is recycled from grey water. Desert
farming is no longer a dream. Thinking out-of-the-box
has enabled farmers to maximize productivity.
Businesspeople in Israel are forthcoming with knowledge
and will be only too happy to share it for mutual benefit.
That is the reason why there are so many cross-border
collaborations - with North & South America, in Africa,
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with India and other countries in South Asia, in Russia and
the ex-Soviet Bloc countries, in China and in the Far East.
A NEW CHAPTER - IN THE GULF
And now a new chapter has been opened with the UAE,
Bahrain and Sudan, soon to be followed by Morocco and
other countries in the Arab world. What a great opportunity
for collaborations!
Here are some tips and snippets of information that could
assist UAE business people in dealing with their Israeli
counterparts ●● Israelis are generally outgoing and gregarious and
are in the habit of developing close links as quickly as
possible.

Start Your
Company In The
UAE With The
Right Direction
Value-driven, Personalized Financial
& Company Set-up Solutions
FROM IDEATION TO CREATION,
WE HELP SHAPE DREAMS INTO REALITY

+971 55 195 0580

Want to form a company in the UAE but don’t know how? Don’t worry. Start your
company the right way with expert guidance and solutions for every financial,
legal, formation and accounting needs from Mac & Ross.

All-encompassing
company formation
services

Result-oriented
feasibility studies

Simplified accounting
and bookkeeping
solutions

Audit Assurance and
Tax compliance

Why use our PROFESSIONAL SERVICES when starting your business?
Proven Corporate Record

Compliance with International Standards

Professional Business Outreach

Professional Support system

Holistic Guidance and Accounting Assistance

Proficient Customer Service

+971 4 3584999
admin@macnrossdubai.com
www.macnross.com

Mac & Ross Chartered Accountants
Seeding Ideas.....
Serving Values.....
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●● They

will want to make you feel at home, enjoy the
places of tourist interest in their country, their cuisine
and culture and want you to see the many achievements
of their industry and agriculture.
●● Familiarity is a common custom. Israelis want to get
on first-name basis with people they meet. This could
be a put-off to some but it is merely a way of trying to
become friendlier with you.
●● Israelis are considered to be among the most direct
people in the world! Quite often they will interject a
conversation if they feel it is going off-track because
they want to ‘stick to business’. This may appear rude
but its not meant to be so. Very few Israelis believe in
the strength of ‘understatement’. They tell it as it is.
●● Familiarity with one another’s culture and locales
bring people closer.
All in all, Israeli businesspeople are open to collaboration.
In an economy that is so heavily service-oriented with a
limited internal market, Israel companies are constantly
looking to seek companies outside the country to do
business with. They also have a gamut of technology to
offer so will be pleased to link up with any company in
the UAE showing interest in their services.
And what about the Emiratis?
The two countries have waited for so many years for
diplomatic and business relations to be formed. Finally,
the day has arrived. The two peoples have been watching
each other with eagerness. One of the first observations
made at Webinars is that the Emiratis are very keen to
visit Israel and see for themselves what Israel has to
offer, what makes it tick and to enjoy the sights of the
Holy Places. Israelis have been ‘forewarned’ to keep their
Israel-UAE > Business Guide > 2021

Tour Operators ready for an onslaught of visitors from
the UAE. The Pandemic has played spoil-sport but that
has not deterred more than 130,000 Israelis from visiting
Dubai, Abu Dhabi and other regions in the UAE already.
Similarly, there have been several visits by business
and Governmental delegations to the other country
and, happily, several collaborations have been signed.
Israelis would surely have noted that their counterparts
in the UAE are sharp, on-the-ball and forward-looking.
Emirati Businesspeople Stay True to their
Objectives
Business people in the UAE are matter-of-fact. They set
their goals well in advance and will spare no effort to
make things happen. As a nation that largely comprises
ex-patriates, Israelis will deal with a variety of business
cultures that are blended into one. Their approach is
businesslike. Many of the leading businesses in the UAE
are run and managed by Emiratis of Indian-descent. The
vast experience Israelis have had with business dealings
in India will assist them in understanding and getting
along with Emirati businesses.
Businesses in the UAE aim to build long-term business
relationships. So many of their relationships with overseas
players have lasted decades and are still going strong. One
area of interest is healthcare, knowing that Israel is today
considered to be the world’s 10th healthiest country and
that so much of healthcare in the country is digitalized.
They want the latest technology from Israel, like organ
transplant research and remote medicine.
Israel’s knowledge in water management and desert
farming are two other areas of interest to IAE. The two
countries have already lined up collaborations in civil
aviation. The speed with which these understandings
have been accomplished is an indication of the mutual
interest that the two countries see in these partnerships.

Israel Smart Cities Institute (ISCI)
Let’s make dreams come true in REALLY smart cities, using
state-of-the-art technology in sustainable, innovative
ecosystems that attract the best talent.
Your point of contact in Israel
A non-profit NGO with experts from the technological, business,
social, medical, environmental, educational, academic and
municipal arenas.
The Israel Smart Cities Institute (ISCI) facilitates municipal
transformation leveraging Israeli innovation and technology,
across all domains in a comprehensive 360˚ systems
approach. We serve international cities in engaging with the
innovative Israeli high-tech ecosystem of SMEs, Academia
and institutions.
ISCI is a partner in the Trans-Urban-EU-China smart cities
project, funded by the EU - creating unique opportunities
for collaboration in China, Europe and beyond.

Israel Smart Cities Institute

Israel Smart Cities Institute
NGO no. 580609055
35 Rofe Hamachtarot st., Tel Aviv 69372 Israel
israelsmartcities.org

ISCI Experts with delegates from the EU
and China at Smart Sustainable Cities
sessions at the unique Porter School for the
Environment and Earth Sciences building,
Tel Aviv University
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The Fintech
Community of Israel

Your Golden Gate to the Wealth of Fintech in Israel

T

he Fintech Community of Israel is a cross-industry,
independent, membership-based, non-profit
initiative, intended to facilitate collaboration
between all market stakeholders in the Fintech ecosystem.
We are led by a volunteer group of board members, a highlevel advisory board and professional committees that
share the passion to make the Fintech industry of Israel
shine both locally and internationally. We are here to be
the voice of the Israeli Fintech community.
Our community is committed to supporting the innovators
and entrepreneurs changing the face of financial
services for businesses and consumers. Our mission
is to accelerate the leading role of Israel in financial
technology by supporting technology-led innovators,
without compromising values such transparency,
sustainability and inclusiveness.

from all over the world. We also serve as the Israeli
Community Leader for Fintech Connector, the largest
global network of Fintech professionals.

A Culture of Collaboration
Established in 2013, our Community is formally registered
and regulated by the Registrar of Associations (Reg. No.
580572519).
In the region, we are members of the MENA Fintech
Association and Med Angels and have signed an MoU
with the Abu Dhabi Investment Office (ADIO). We also
enjoy direct and fruitful contacts with DIFC, EDB Bahrain,
ADGM and many private corporations.
Our Community has active MoUs with like-minded groups

●● Becoming part of the design process for policies

Why Fintech?
Israel brings to the financial industry an exceptional
ecosystem of entrepreneurship, innovation and originality.
Our ecosystem has already produced global market
leaders in Fintech.
Our network includes all stakeholders: Fintech companies,
investors, financial institutions, services providers,
financial regulators, consultants, the academia and
trade associations, altogether over 2,000 people.
We welcome international members and sponsors. The
benefits for members are:
●● New business opportunities for their companies

and regulations on Fintech

●● Connecting decision makers directly with the people

who are most affected by their policies

●● Assisting startups in their initial steps in the market

Gaining a deeper understanding of present and
future needs of the global financial industry

●● Priority in initiating new programs and events,

sponsoring events, sitting on our committees.

Please contact us:
Our website: Fintech-israel.org ● For membership applications: members@Fintech-israel.org
For international collaboration: international@Fintech.israel.org ● For any other inquiry: info@Fintech-israel.org
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IVC Israel’s
Tech Database
at Your Fingertips!
Innovation Scouting?
Investment Deal- flow?
Data, Research, Insights ?
Founded in 1997, IVC is the leading data source and business
information company for Israel's high-tech industry.
We help our clients understand the market, make connections,
and identify opportunities with access to the latest news,
trends, and developments. From venture capital and private
equity funds to industry leading companies and emerging
startups across Israel's varied high tech sectors, we cater to
the varied business information needs that make up the Israeli
high-tech ecosystem.

IVC Intro

News & Insights

Free Demo

Newsletter Signup

www.ivc-online.com
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Israeli High-Tech

Industry at a Glance, 2015-2020
Israel is one of the hottest spots of innovation and
entrepreneurship. During the passing decade, the
Israeli tech ecosystem continued to grow and expand.
More capital was invested in Israeli tech companies;
exits valuations kept rising. Multinational corporate
activity and foreign investors (both VC funds and
CVCs) are also trending up.

Revenue
Growth

The normalization agreements between Israel and
members of the GCC will help expand the collaboration
to the benefit of all parties. Geographical proximity
and the region's rapid growth - until the pandemic - is
creating a win-win opportunity.

7%

631

Initial
Revenues

14%

4141

R&D

44%

3358

Seed

35%
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3 5
0 0
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Seed A startup company, which is in its early days
of product development and fund raising.

Initial Revenues A company whose yearly revenue does not
exceed $10 million dollars.

R&D Discovering new knowledge about products, processes,
and services, and then applying that knowledge to create
new and improved products,
processes, and services that fill market needs.

Revenue Growth A company whose yearly revenues exceed
$10 million dollars and has a double-digit yearly growth rate.

9,488 Start-ups

More than
were raised by Israeli tech companies

$36,076M
$17,688M
were raised by 190 Israeli VC funds,
mostly from foreign investors
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Source: IVC Research Center
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Israeli Tech Totals
2015-2020, $m

14,268
12,159
10,178

9,957

10,255

8,025

7,712

5,843

4,531

4,290

3,435

2016

Investments $m

2017

M&As $m

2018

6,961

1,951

1,480

1,230

874

2015

7,968

7,799

2019

2020

Source: IVC-Meitar The Israeli Tech Review 2020

Public Offerings $m

607
512

506

407

429

432

128

127
51

131
70

119
66

144
68

2016

2017

2018

2019

79

2015
# of Transactions

# of M&As

# Public Offerings

128
99

2020

Source: IVC-Meitar The Israeli Tech Review 2020

• M&As: consistent with IVC's exits methodology, M&As include buyouts and exclude
exits of $5B and above.
• PIPE deals analysis is part of the Public Offerings section
• Public Offerings include Teva $7.24B public offering in 2015

Israeli Tech Investments
2015-2020

10,178
7,799
5,843

4,290

4,531

407

429

432

512

506

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

3,435

Total $m

# of Deals

607
2020

Source: IVC-Meitar The Israeli Tech Review 2020

Source: IVC Research Center
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Trackimo set
to launch its IoT
expertise in UAE
after supporting
60+ countries
worldwide
The company developed a global cloud-IoT
platform with small tracking devices that allow
their owners to track anything from anywhere

L

et’s imagine a hypothetical
situation in which you are
traveling on a highway abroad
with your pet and you decide to take
a short break. After parking your car
and walking around a few hundred
meters, the leash snaps and the dog
scurries and disappears into the
woods. After frantically searching
for your pet - in vain, you decide to
head back to your car to see that it's
stolen or perhaps towed away by the
Highway Authorities. What do you do
in such a scenario apart from calling
the cops? Can you imagine being in
that situation?
Now if you add another dimension
to the story and imagine that your
pet had a tracking device attached to
the collar and so did your car. Then,
within a matter of seconds, you could
have identified the exact location of
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your pet and your car- it cannot get
simpler than that. This is just one of
many situations in life but there are
several other major personal and
business challenges that can be
efficiently managed with the help of
‘The Internet of Things (IoT)’.
IoT, which is a network of dedicated
physical objects that contain
e m b e d d e d te c h n o lo g y th at
communicates with their internal
states or the external environment.
This network of assets, processes,
and personnel enables the capture of
data and events from which a company
can learn behaviour and usage, take
preventive action, or transform
business processes.
With 41 billion smart devices predicted
by 2027, the Internet of Things (IoT)
sector is forecast to grow annually
by billions of dollars.

Trackimo has a spectrum of
products in B2B and B2C domains
Trackimo, a leading global IoT solution
provider, specializes in developing
trackers that work indoors and
outdoors seamlessly, over a worldwide
cloud-IoT system. Trackimo’s smart
GPS (Global Positioning System),
GSM, Wi-Fi trackers are positioned
for personal, professional, industrial,
and commercial use.
The company develops the world’s
most compact and cost-effective
tracking devices and are in the midst
of expanding their operations in the
UAE and the MENA region after having
supported B2B and B2C customers in
60 plus countries.
Today, Trackimo works with global
mobile operators such as Vodafone,
Telcel, among several others, that
have already rolled-out Trackimo’s
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personal safety and asset-tracking
products for their customers.
The company plans to build similar
relationships with Etisalat, Du, Batelco
and other operators in the region and
replicate their international business
model. The launch of such tracking
devices emphasizes a telecom
operator’s continued innovation
through the creation of smart devices
and digital experiences, connected
by its mobile network.
The most successful Trackimo
consumer IoT product - launched
recently - was the Vodafone Curve
Tracker, which was recognized by the
Financial Times as ‘the best tracker
ever’.
Trackimo is determined to launch
its global industry expertise in the
MENA region after having worked with
some large mobile service providers

in Europe, the US, and other
parts of the world. For instance,
Vodafone UK has expanded its
consumer smart tech offerings
with the launch of the smart GPS
tracker, Curve, which allows users
to stay connected with the people
and things they love, sending them
alerts and updates straight to their
mobile from a distance.
From monitoring the safety of
loved ones to tracking expensive
professional gear to industrial and
commercial integrations, Trackimo
addresses a broad spectrum
of tracking and monitoring
needs. Tracking people, pets,
luggage, shipments, drones,
motorcycles, boats, cars, or remotecontrolled objects and many other
sectors can immensely benefit
from Trackimo’s seamless tracking
technology.
Trackimo’s spectrum of products
keeps an eye on loved ones by
alerting the guardian when the
wearer leaves the safe zone/virtual
fence or when the SOS button is
pressed. With drones enduring high
susceptibility to theft and nonrecovery, Trackimo empowers drone
owners to track their drone crafts on
a real-time basis with its lightweight
trackers that do not come in the way
of the drone’s performance.
On the B2B front, Trackimo's fleet
management tracking solutions
provide real-time asset monitoring and
protection of high-value and remote
assets, increasing accountability,
efficiency, responsiveness, safety
and savings. Fleet operators can
immensely benefit from GPS tracking
devices to help reduce fuel costs and
improve customer experience by
decreasing response time through
route optimization. Tracking devices
further enable GCC fleet owners to

reduce repair costs and increase profit
margins.
Trackimo is in the Forefront of
Innovation
Among other devices displayed
recently at the GITEX show in Dubai,
Trackimo launched an innovative
solution for babies’ safety in cars,
using Trackimo™ Universal 3G, one
of the world’s smallest personal
GPS trackers, that is connected with
a cushion-shaped sensor on the baby
car-seat via Bluetooth. This product
creates an extra level of safety for
babies that are inadvertently left
behind in cars.
This super small tracking device that
is only about 4 centimetres in size
allows the owner to track anything
from anywhere, coupled with constant
real-time tracking and worldwide
coverage. This ensures that babies
are safe all through their journey in
any form of transportation.
Trackimo is all set to also disrupt
the bicycle industry worldwide with
another unique GPS tracker that
the company recently unveiled,
transforming a standard bicycle into
a GPS enabled vehicle. This device
is installed within the handlebar of
the bicycle and has a battery life of
2 weeks, easily recharged like any
other mobile device. The tracker is
connected via the Trackimo Mobile
App and can be monitored in real-time.
Trackimo’s ubiquitous IoT platform
can track anything, anyone, anytime,
anywhere in the world.
For further Information
contact Amit Shaked at:
Amit@trackimo.com

always there
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Israeli Tech
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Exits by Deal Type, 2015-2020
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Source: IVC-Meitar The Israeli Tech Review 2020
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M&As 2015-2020, $m
128

127

2015

119
12,159

9,957

7,712

M&As $m

131

7,968

2017

2018

2020

* Excluding M&As of $5B and above

Total Exits

63,446M 46,990M
Total M&A's

Total IPOs
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2019

Source: IVC-Meitar The Israeli Tech Review 2020

# of M&As

(811 deals)

99

14,268

8,025

2016

* Including M&As & Buyouts

144

(in 711 deals)

3,359M (63 offerings)

Source: IVC Research Center

2 0

0

29

ISRAELI TECH - LEADING CLUSTERS
Fintech
There are 699 active Israeli Fintech companies
Active Fintech Companies by Stage
Revenue Growth

Exits by Fintech Companies ($M,#), 2015-2020
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Investments in Fintech Companies ($B, #), 2015-2020
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agritech
There are 199 active Israeli agritech companies
Active agritech Companies by Stage
Revenue Growth
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ai
There are 1,662 active Israeli ai companies
Active ai Companies by Stage
Revenue Growth

Exits by ai Companies ($M,#), 2015-2020

Investments in ai Companies ($B, #), 2015-2020
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Source: IVC Research Center
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Israeli Tax Aspects of the Startup Nation - Grants and Benefits

I

srael is a world-renowned Hightech nation. It has the highest Startup Exits and patent registrations
per capita ratio in the world. Many
large international Tech companies
identify the potential and choose to
invest and build R&D centers in Israel.
Many of the local Tech companies are
founded by graduates of Israel's IDF
intelligence corps or graduates of
one of Israel's top-ranked computer
science and engineering schools.
Israel is at the forefront of innovation
in every kind of technological field
- medical, agricultural, IT, cyber,
military, Fintech and others

the relevant criteria. All in all, there
are 50 different government grants
and tax benefits available.

Nimrod Yaron & Co.

Government grants in Israel
There are three main types of
government grants offered to foreign
entities making direct investments
in Israel:
1. Capital grants - Depending on the
geographic location of the enterprise
within Israel, industrial companies
can receive grants of up to 30% of
approved investments in fixed assets.
2. Employment grants - Employment
grants for jobs in priority areas and
for the employment of minorities can
reimburse foreign companies up to
40% of their labor costs.
3. R&D grants - Multinational
companies can receive R&D grants
such as:
●● Up to 50% of the R&D budget for
collaborating with Israeli startups.
●● Up to 66% of the R&D budget in
industrial companies.
●● Up to 100% of the R&D budget
for research institutions.

Preferred Enterprise (PFE)
Regime
The "Encouragement of Capital
Investments Law, 1959” in Israel
encourages investments in Israeli
industries, especially in the Hightech industry. The incentives include
reducing half of the corporate
tax rates and other incentives. To
qualify for benefits from the PFE, a
company has to be an industrial or
technological company that meets

Nimrod Yaron & Co. is an
Israeli boutique tax firm that
specializes in Israeli and
International taxation. The
firm was founded by Nimrod
Yaron, CPA, LL. B, a former
senior executive in the Israeli
Ta x Au t h o r i t y. T h e f i r m
includes CPAs, Attorneys and
Economists, all of whom are
experts in taxation. The firm
has one of the largest transfer
pricing departments in Israel.
The firm advises many private
and public companies looking
to invest in Israel with all tax
related issues. Our experts
assist our clients in every part of
the process and make sure they
receive all the tax and business
benefits according to the law.

Nimrod Yaron & Co.
Israeli and International Tax

‘נמרוד ירון ושות

Tax incentives in Israel

The following Chart presents the tax incentives enforced by the "Encouragement of Capital Investments Law"
Tax benefits

Corporate income
tax rates
Development
Area A

Other
areas

Dividends tax rate
Individual

Foreign
company

Israeli
company

Income
tax on IP
revenue

Without the law
23%
23%
30%
30%
0%
23%
							
Prioritized enterprise

7.5%

16%

20%

20%

0%

23%

Prioritized enterprise
- Over 10B ₪

5%

8%

20%

5%

0%

23%

Notes

Dividend tax for individual who is
not a major shareholder is 25%
Foreign company - Full ownership

7.5%
12%
20%
4%
0%
12%
If a foreign entity/individual holds
Prioritized technological
enterprise							more than 90% of the shares 							
capital tax benefits will be
							
granted under certain conditions
6%
6%
20%
4%
0%
6%
Special Prioritized
technological enterprise 							
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Capital tax benefits are under
certain conditions

GT L AW.COM

Focus on Tech
Greenberg Traurig Tel Aviv focuses on the business objectives of clients seeking to invest in or acquire technology
companies in Israel.
We understand the unique needs of clients in the MENA region wishing to do business with Israeli technology
companies. As such, we offer you:
• The only major international law firm with a full-service registered office in Israel
• Legal services in English, Arabic and a myriad of other languages
• More than 20 years of experience leading numerous transactions involving foreign investors and Israeli companies
• Dedicated on-the-ground team of professionals to assist you in simplifying the process
of doing business in Israel
• Access to 2,200 attorneys across GT’s 40 other locations worldwide
Our Corporate Practice offers services in the following areas:
• Mergers & Acquisitions

• Finance

• Venture Capital

• Funds

• Private Equity

• Capital Markets

Greenberg Traurig’s Tel Aviv office is a branch of Greenberg Traurig, P.A., Florida, USA, licensed by the Israel bar
association as a foreign law firm. Attorneys in the Tel Aviv office do not practice Israeli law. The hiring of a lawyer
is an important decision and should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you decide, ask us to send
you free written information about our qualifications and our experience. Prior results do not guarantee a similar
outcome. Greenberg Traurig is a service mark and trade name of Greenberg Traurig, LLP and Greenberg Traurig,
P.A. ©2021 Greenberg Traurig, LLP. Attorneys at Law. All rights reserved. Attorney Advertising. °These numbers are
subject to fluctuation.
34957

GET IN TOUCH:
Joey Tawfik Shabot
Managing Shareholder, Tel Aviv Office
Ranked, 2021 MENA Super 50 List, Thomson Reuters
shabotj@gtlaw.com | +972.3.636.6000
Azrieli Center, Round Tower, 30th floor, Tel Aviv, Israel
Languages: English, Arabic, Hebrew
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A

s Founding Partner of iAngels,
a venture capital firm and
investment platform that
bridges the gap for international
investors to take part in the evergrowing Israeli startup scene, I,
along with my two partners, joined
a 300 -person delegation of Israeli
business executives to Dubai
this past December. This was my
first visit to the UAE, as well as my
father-in-law’s, David Assia, who
is also Chairman of our iAngels
board. For David, who grew up
between Geneva and Tel Aviv to
an Iraqi father from Baghdad,
visiting Dubai felt like “coming
home to long lost cousins.” Reliving
the memories of his father, a
self-made businessman and
financier, credited with building
the first payment infrastructure
between Europe and Israel, David
shared with me the similarities he
felt of the warmth, energy and
humor embodied in the people of
Dubai. It was an atmosphere of
welcome and comfort, so similar
to that of the Israeli people. This
feeling of coming home serves only
to stimulate our desire to continue
working alongside the people of the
UAE to lay the building blocks of
business cooperation between our
two countries.
Only a few short months ago, the
entirety of the geopolitical situation
in the middle east was forever altered
when the UAE and Israel signed
the Abraham Accords normalizing
relations between the two countries.
No longer does an Israeli traveler
need act surreptitiously, now one
can expect to encounter Israeli
families parading around Dubai’s
mall, see advertisements for UAE/
Israel Summits, hear conversations
in Hebrew floating out of the Palm,
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Worlds Colliding: The
Triangle between Europe,
Israel and the UAE
Together We Can Change
the Face of the Region | Mor Assia

and dine at a kosher restaurant set
inside the world’s tallest building, the
Burj Khalifa. Though groundbreaking
in its visibility, tourism is but a piece
of the collaboration weaving a thread
between Israel and the UAE, bringing
the two nations together.
In 1994, then Foreign Minister Shimon
Peres addressed the world from
Amman at the signing of the peace
treaty between Israel and Jordan. “We
were born as sons of Abraham. Now
we have to become brothers in the
family of Abraham.” Expectations ran
high that a new dawn was breaking
but, alas, the world would have to wait
over a quarter of a century to see such
history again in the Middle East. Yet
patience pays, and on August 13, 2020,

the region returned to its Abrahamic
roots as the UAE and Bahrain became
the third and fourth Arab countries to
open diplomatic relations with Israel.
The feedback from our meetings in
the UAE was unwavering: the business
community is driven by trust and longterm relationships, and the interest
is not simply for UAE investors to
invest in Israeli technology. The UAE
has ambitions to become the startup
nation of the region; emulating their
Abrahamic brothers in Israel and the
country’s innovation economy. Their
interest lies in partnering with Israeli
startups in an effort to introduce
Israeli technology to the UAE, as
well as the larger GCC, for which they
explained their role and ability to act
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as a conduit to neighboring countries.
In exchange, the UAE’s partnership
with Israel, should it continue to
ride out this wave of success, will
inevitably bring the UAE that much
closer to Europe. As Israel has for
so long acted as the hub-and-model
of trade between the EU and the US,
so too will Israel be able to assist in
further connecting the Gulf to the
European continent. Already Israel
is creating the ties that bind with
Europe, as the continent expands
its mandates in Israel in an effort to
be closer to Israel’s tech scene. To
provide a personal example, iAngels
launched its first institutional fund
in 2019, anchored by the European
Investment Fund, the largest
investment arm in Europe and
one of the world’s most significant
institutional investors. As Israeli
business ties with the UAE continue
to deepen, the UAE will find itself
enmeshed with the Europeans.
For some of our investors, this
linkage hits close to home. Whereas
historically, angel investors
financed innovation locally, today’s
world is flat as venture investing
breaks down borders proliferating
technologies across state lines. In
realizing that oil and gas are slowly
coming to a head, the UAE and other
Arab countries need a new policy
which extends beyond identity,
connecting neighboring countries
with regard to infrastructure, science,
entrepreneurship, and economic
dynamism, in order to stay relevant in a
fossil fuel-less century. The UAE are at
the forefront of this development, and
are leading the charge for the region
to follow suit. The Abraham Accords
put the Middle East on a new track,
where the triangle between Europe,
Israel and the UAE is closing in.
Interestingly, I was reminded on several

challenge the norm and take the road
less traveled. As the new generation
in the UAE steps into leadership roles,
it is becoming increasingly clear that
in order to develop and maximize
potential, breaking norms can
no longer be frowned upon. The
rising generation is that much more
interested in collaborating with
Israelis who inspire this mentality.
The writer is Founding Partner and CoCEO of iAngels, a venture capital firm
and investment platform that offers
accredited investors worldwide exclusive
access to tech startups and scaleup
investment opportunities originated in
Israel and curated through a streamlined
due-diligence process. Through iAngels’
various investment offerings, investors
can choose to invest in specific startups,
create a personalized VC portfolio of
tech companies or join our iNgenuity
Fund, an institutional fund backed
by the European Investment Fund,
partnering with some of the highest
caliber entrepreneurs in the nation.

Reflecting on this experience, I
remain confident in the plentiful
and fruitful seeds being laid for
collaboration. The region is thirsty
to engage in technology and
burgeoning business relationships
that accompany it. Sectors such as
energy, smart cities, automotive,
education and digital health are
at the epicenter of this discussion.
Even at this initial stage, some
immediate engagement around
investment and deployment of tech
was discussed. As the geopolitical
triangle winds tighter, I look
toward a healthy, successful and
prosperous 2021.

occasions, that Israel and the UAE are
not all that different. Our countries are
founded on the principles of faith and
tradition, our geographical structure
is such that both the UAE and Israel
are long and thin leading to similar
strategic needs, and we find ourselves
in the same corner of the world, with a
comparable climate as well as water
and agricultural challenges.
In Israel, innovation is what inspires our
youth and drives our economy. From
a young age, we are encouraged to

Learn more about iAngels
at www.iangels.com, or reach out to the author at mor@iangels.com
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COVID-19 - A New Horizon for Fintech
Innovations from Israel can contribute to
UAE’s Fintech Ecosystem | Shmuel Ben-Tovim

D

uring the COVID-19 pandemic, the Fintech industry
was under stress. However, new and exciting
opportunities are being created for the industry in
Israel and elsewhere. Fintech can be not only a beneficiary
of any future economic recovery, but also an important
contributor and accelerator towards such recovery.
First and foremost, we clearly observe that if, before
the pandemic, Fintech has provided an opportunity for
financial and other business entities to transform the
relationship with their customers, it has now become an
absolute necessity.
Social distancing, one of the trademarks of the pandemic,
has brought about growth in the use of digital financial
services and e-commerce. In particular, the impracticality
of handling cash when trying to prevent the spread of
infection. Countries have raised limits on the size of
contactless payments. The global boom in all E’s E-Commerce, E-Insurance, E-Learning, E-Training, etc.,
has put payment Fintechs under pressure to expand their
capacity and services.

Lending Fintechs are being flooded with requests for
relief from both customers who have lost their income, and
retailers and other SMEs who were forced to keep their
businesses shut. A fast-growing segment in the credit
space is Peer-to-Peer (P 2P) lending
that enables individuals to obtain
loans directly from other individuals,
cutting out the financial institution as
the middleman.
Regulation. COVID-19 has moved
financial technology to a much high
priority level among financial regulators.
A new study by the World Economic
Forum and the University of Cambridge
shows that“COVID-19 has moved Fintech
up the regulatory agenda, with financial
regulators responding with both sectorwide and Fintech-specific measures
to harness opportunities and mitigate
The writer is Chairman of The Fintech Community
of Israel - City TLV
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risks introduced by technology-enabled
financial innovation.”
Another interesting indicator is the search
in Google for Fintech during the lockdown
period. According to a report, "there was a
peak of searches in regards to financial guidance. People
are looking for tax and mortgage benefits for example.
There has been a 300% increase in searches in the sector
in all.”
Investments and Valuations
Fintech companies are raising funds in record numbers.
Venture Capital money is flowing to Fintech firms, adding
to skyrocketing valuations. Some of the big names have
either announced their IPO or are about to do so. These
include Affirm, Revolt, Coinbase, Harmoney, UpStart,
Marqeta, Robinhood and others. The latest addition is
Israel’s Payoneer, set to go Public in a $3.3 billion merger
with the Blank-Check Company.
Another notable trend is M&As and collaborations - forming
alliances, or partnering with promising start-ups through
joint ventures or, more likely, through minority investing.
Israel has had new alliances between leading retailers
and providers of financial services.
A longer-term trend is the expected massive 5 G
adoption, which promises to shift the consumer paradigm
dramatically. These changes will affect Fintech services
most - software, targeting and customer acquisition, creditscoring procedures, to name just a few.
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Israeli
Innovations
in Smart
Cities
Building an Ecosystem that makes them
Self-sufficient & Resilient | Avigdor Sharon

T

he wealth of creative, innovative inventions by Israeli
start-ups, enterprises and R&D institutions barely
need any introduction. Products that opened up
exciting new opportunities range from drip irrigation to
transportation, safety and navigation solutions to computer
hardware such as PCs and the disk on key, No wonder
that Israel was rated 3rd leading start-up ecosystem in
Startup Blink’s annual ecosystem rankings report for 2020
and 3rd most innovative country in the World Economic
Forum Global Competitiveness Report 2015-2016.
In the evolution of cities to become smart, self-sufficient,
resilient and inclusive ecosystems, many israeli innovations
impact diverse sectors, creating an ecosystem of disruptive
innovations and opportunities. A quick search in the Startup Nation Central directory of innovative SMEs reveals
over 780 companies with mature products in diverse
areas of Smart Cities.
Innovative products for Smart Cities reach much farther
than digital tech alone. The real benefit of Smart Cities
is not in the use of digital tech such as sensors, AI and
operational systems. For cities to be really smart, they
need to attract creative talent and they need to be selfsufficient and sustainable. This requires an ecosystem
approach. Products and services therefore encompass
diverse sectors - IoT and AI technology, circular economy,
smart transportation, environmental quality, sustainable
energy, foodtech, cleantech, urban agriculture, waste
reduction and even social sustainability offerings in the
emerging areas of tech.
Funding sources for the vibrant research and development
of these hundreds of innovative solutions across all Smart
Cities areas, are also diverse - The Israel Innovation
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Authority supports and guides start-ups across multiple
innovation and funding arenas. EU Horizon 2020 grants,
Hi-Tech investment funds and specialized funds for
sustainable energy or Foodtech offer funding in specialized
sectors.
Accelerators and competitions offer additional resources.
CityZone is a living lab offered by Tel Aviv University, Tel
Aviv Municipality and the Atidim Industrial Park to scale
up diverse solutions for urban challenges. Capsula TAU
focus on shaping the future of smart mobility. Other
accelerator programs, competitions and exhibitions
provide opportunities for startups in urban innovation
and Smart Cities areas such as GreenTech at the Technion
sustainability hub in Haifa, DLD Tel Aviv Innovation Festival
and Eilat-Eilot Conference for Sustainable Energy.
Yet, the greatest secret of all, the ingredient that makes
the cake rise, is ecosystem collaboration. The strong spirit
of community blended with the practices of co-opetition,
where seemingly competitive companies create clusters
and shared offerings that provide an across-the-board
solution. When SMEs reach out and work together to
create a new ecosystem, everyone wins.
We do not need to be extremely innovative to understand
this secret. Actually, we just need to look back into our
tradition as well into our greatest partner of all - nature.
Learning how natural ecosystems work and deriving
bio-inspiration from nature is a great asset.
●●●
The writer is Environment & Sustainability Associate, Israel Smart
Cities Institute. Researcher, Urban Innovation and Sustainability
Lab, Porter School of the Environment and Earth Sciences, Tel
Aviv University.
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Both countries seek
foreign investments.
Here’s how businesses
are driven in each

Financial &
Legal Set-Up in
UAE and Israel
Banking System in Israel
Israel has a stable, modern banking system that serves
the business sector well and the household sector in all
its needs. Services are provided at reasonable costs.
The banking system in Israel consists of: 12 banks, 4 foreign
banks, 6 credit card companies, 1 financial institution and
2 joint service companies.
Legal System & Types of Businesses in Israel
The legal system leans on the British legal system, but was
influenced by the American and German legal systems over
the years. Several types of business engagements are in
play in Israel: Subsidiary, which is a company incorporated
as an Israeli company, wholly or partially owned by the
foreign company; Branch, which is a foreign company listed
in Israel; Sole Proprietorship; Israeli Partnership (general

and limited); Foreign Partnership (general and limited);
NGOs (non-profit organizations); Cooperative Societies.
Procedure of Incorporation in Israel
The procedure of incorporating a company in Israel is
straightforward and corporations enjoy the advantage
of limited liability. When registering a branch of a foreign
company in Israel the foreign company is required to file
its Articles of Association, the names of its Directors, and
other information required by the Companies Registrar.
All documents should be translated into Hebrew, Arabic
or English.
Venture Capital Funds in Israel
Israel has over 100 active Venture Capital Funds operating
throughout the country with USD 10 billion under

10 Largest Law Firms in Israel

7 Largest Law Firms in UAE

Herzog Fox & Neeman ● Meitar Liquornik Geva Leshem Tal ● & Co.
Law Offices ● Goldfarb Seligman & Co. ● Shibolet & Co. ● Fischer
Behar Chen Well Orion & Co - FBC ● M. Firon & Co. ● Gornitzky
& Co. ● Naschitz Brandes Amir ● Yigal Arnon & Co. Law Firm ●
Gross, Kleinhendler, Hodak, Halevy, Greenberg, Shenhav & Co.

OGH Legal ● Audiri Vox ● Al Dahbashi Gray (ADG)
● Al Rowaad Advocates & Legal Consultants
● Matouk Bassiouny & Ibrahim ● Al Tamimi
& Company ● Hadef & Partners LLC ● Fotis
International Law Firm ● Dar Al Haqooq Legal
Consultancy ● White & Case LLP

Rankings in 2019 | Data from DUN'S 100
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management. Israel's thriving venture capital industry
has played an important role in funding the country's
booming high-tech sector.
Banking System in UAE
The Central Bank controls the local economy, controlling
prices and inflation and managing the Government’s
gold funds. Four main types of banks exist in the UAE:
Commercial Banks; Merchant/Investment Banks; Islamic
Banks (implying that business is conducted in accordance
with Islamic laws); and Industrial Banks. Islamic Banks do
not charge interest on borrowings and keep away from
activities considered immoral like gambling, alcohol etc.
Apart from the locally registered banks, there are 28 foreign
banks in the UAE Banking System with 115 branches. Local
banks are exempt from taxes while foreign ones pay 20%
tax on their profits. Opening an account in an UAE bank
is a simple procedure.
Legal System in UAE
Being a Muslim Country, Islamic principles form the core
of most UAE legislation in criminal and civil laws. However,
the direct influence of Islamic principles is limited mainly
to social laws - family, divorce and ordinances regarding
succession Statutes (Case Law) and precedents do not
influence the legal system in UAE heavily.
The legal structure in the UAE runs in two systems: the
Federal Judiciary presided over by the Federal Supreme
Court as the highest judicial authority; and the local judicial
departments at the Local Government level. Each of the
seven Emirates maintains the right to choose either to
participate in the Federal Judiciary or to maintain its own
local Judicial System. The courts of Dubai International
Financial Centre (DIFC) follow the judicial law system.

Incorporation Procedure in UAE
As the ease of doing business is considered significantly
high in the UAE, incorporation procedure is also simple.
A company needs to comply with one of these three
categories: Commercial License (all kinds of trading
activity); Professional License (professionals, services,
craftsmen and artisans); and Industrial License for
establishing industrial or manufacturing businesses.
Free Zones
UAE is known for its Free Zone companies - over 40 Free
Zones in the country - each of them designed for a specific
activity. This system offers excellent conditions for startups in various sectors.
The best-known Free Zone is Ras Al Khaimah (RAK), offering
0% corporate tax, 100% foreign ownership, 100% capital
repatriation, etc. for investors interested in starting a
business in Dubai. Other incentives that the Free Zones
offer are: No corporate taxation for 50 years; no personal
income tax; full exemption from import duties; no currency
restrictions; no recruitment issues, and more.
Bilateral Israeli-UAE Investments
In October 2020, the Abraham Fund was set up - a $3 billion
investment fund for economic cooperation between the
US, Israel and UAE. The money is allocated for private
sector investments and promoting initiatives for nurturing
regional cooperation in the Middle East.
The first Israeli private venture capital investment was
made in November 2020, in the micro-mobility sector.
Abu Dhabi State investors, on their side, plan to identify
Israeli high-growth technology firms in which to co-invest.
The fields of interest include agro-tech, food security,
Fintech, water treatment and efficiency, cyber-security
and clean energy.
Another UAE investment company, which specializes in
clean energy, announced the first major investment in
renewable energy in Israel. The investment amounts to
hundreds of millions of dollars to develop renewable energy
projects in Israel. In addition, the Abu Dhabi Investment
Office (ADIO) announced that one of the eight new offices
it is opening around the world will be located in Tel Aviv.

10 Largest Banks in Israel

10 Largest Banks in UAE

Bank Hapoalim B.M. ● Bank Leumi Le-Israel B.M. ● Bank
Massad Ltd ● Bank of Jerusalem Ltd ● Bank “Yahav” Le-Ovdei
Hamdina Ltd ● Israel Dexia Bank Ltd ● Israel Discount Bank
Ltd ● Mercantile Discount Bank Ltd ● Mizrahi Tefahot Bank
Ltd ● Otsar Hahayal Bank Ltd

Emirates NBD ● National Bank of Abu Dhabi ● Abu
Dhabi Commercial Bank ● First Gulf Bank ● Dubai
Islamic Bank ● Mashreq Bank ● Abu Dhabi Islamic
Bank ● Union National Bank ● Commercial Bank of
Dubai ● RAKBank
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Israeli & UAE lawyers open
Annual IBA Global Conference
How one friendship can succeed
in changing, just a little, the Middle East

A

fter their first meeting at the
International Bar Association
(IBA) Conference in 2010, Eytan
Epstein and Essam Al Tamimi became
close friends and have succeeded
in bringing Israeli and Palestinian
lawyers together through their Young
Leaders program, making their own
modest impact on the road to Middle
East peace.
They are both senior partners at their
law firms, that are among the leading
and largest in their countries. Epstein
at M. Firon & Co. in Israel, and Al
Tamimi at Al Tamimi & Co. in the UAE.
Their meeting led to dialogue and
subsequently to the initiation of the
"Young Leaders Discussion Group"
program, designed to promote
dialogue between Israeli, Palestinian
and Israeli Arab lawyers.

Eytan Epstein from
M. Firon & Co. and Essam Al Tamimi
from Al Tamimi & Co.

The IBA, founded in 1947, comprises
190 Bar Associations worldwide and
promotes the rule of law, civil rights,
and the status of lawyers worldwide.
Eytan and Essam, both active veterans
of the IBA, decided to 'enlist' the
Israel-UAE > Business Guide > 2021

Eytan Epstein from M. Firon & Co.

IBA to their vision of encouraging
professional cooperation, mutual
respect and direct dialogue among
lawyers in the Middle East. In 2011 the
IBA held its conference in Dubai and
Essam, Chairman of the Organizing
Committee, worked successfully with
Mark Ellis, the IBA Executive Director
to ensure that Israeli lawyers could
attend. Eytan Epstein became one of
the first Israeli lawyers to visit Dubai.
The initiative by Eytan and Essam,
encouraged by Mark Ellis and President
David W. Rivkin, was supported by
Homer Moyer, a member of the IBA
and Chairman the CEELI Institute in
Prague, an NGO working to advance

the rule of law, and by Ibtissem
Lassoued, a partner in Al Tamimi.
Together they decided to establish
in 2015 the "Young Leaders" program
with support from the IBA and CEELI
and through their efforts.
From the many young, talented
candidates, 12 young lawyers were
finally selected, including Israeli Jews,
Israeli Arabs and Palestinians.
The group participated in discussions
on the Israel-Palestinian conflict with
senior figures from both sides in the
disputes, including a former Jordanian
Prime Minister, senior Israeli and
Palestinian politicians, officials from
the US State Department and former
Quartet Head Kito de Boer. The group
also had emotional meetings with
representatives of bereaved families.
The program was introduced at the
IBA’s 2016 conference in Washington
where participants talked about
the program, the personal and
professional relationships they had
formed, and their hopes for the future.
David W. Rivkin says, "The IsraeliPalestinian Young Leaders Discussion
Group was one of the most satisfying
experiences of my IBA Presidency
…the great examples of Eytan and
Essam will hopefully help lead their
countries to peace."
The friendship, trust and close
professional cooperation between
Essam and Eytan place them and
their firms as leaders in the markets'
steps to materialize the potential of
the Abraham Accords.
Now, Eytan and Essam are opening the
2020 IBA Annual Conference where
they will speak about the Abraham
Accords, its potential impact and how
one friendship perhaps succeeded in
changing, just a little, the Middle East.

Eytan Epstein, Advocate
Senior Partner, M. Firon & Co. Advocates
Epstein@firon.co.il ● +972-3-7540002 ● Your Israeli Legal Partner
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70 Years of Experience at Your Service

A

few tips from a 70-year-old law
firm for doing business in our
72-year-old country.

The State of Israel was founded in
1948. 2 years thereafter, the law firm of
M. Firon & Co. was established by, inter
alia, Israel’s first Attorney General.
Since its inception and to this day,
the firm maintained its leadership
position.

Tips for conducting
business in Israel

4. Business culture - Israelis are
considered tough negotiators. The
negotiations and general style of
discourse may be perceived as
somewhat curt or even aggressive.
It is no reason for concern. On the
other hand, Israelis are often quite
flexible when they have to be,
creative, out-of-the box thinkers,
and very fast to decide and act.

As reflected in its motto -'Built on
Tradition. Driven by Innovation' Firon
has always been at the forefront
of Israeli legal practice. That was
manifested in many ways, one of which
was the firm’s decision to become
truly international, a decision it took
before any other Israeli firm.
It is no wonder then, that today, with
the welcome signing of the Abraham
Accords, our firm is found, yet again, at
the forefront of the business initiatives
that are expected to flourish in the
months and years to come.
It is in this spirit that we wish to offer
our new Emirati friends a few tips for
doing business in Israel.
1. Language - while English may not
be quite as common in Israel as it is
in the UAE, it is very widely spoken
and written within the business
community. Agreements drafted
and negotiated in English are
commonplace, and, needless to
say, such agreements are valid and
enforceable in Israel (i.e. there is
no legal requirement to draft your
agreements in Hebrew).
2. No restriction on foreign currency generally speaking, for decades,
Israel has enjoyed a completely free
and open market, in all respects

or individuals are not precluded
from conducting business in Israel.
In fact, they are free to own assets,
shares, partnership interests and
even privately-owned real estate. It
should be noted that foreigners are
not required to have local partners
and are free to be sole proprietors
of Israeli businesses.

Jacob Enoch, Senior Partner
& Head of M&A Department,
M. Firon & Co.

related to foreign currency.
Exchange rates for the NIS (New
Israeli Shekel) are determined
on the open market, based on
supply and demand. There are
no restrictions on the transfer of
money into or out of Israel (other
than certain regulatory reporting
requirements as common in other
western economies).
3. No limitation on foreign ownership foreigners, whether corporations

5. Legal system - Israel is traditionally
a common law country. It has a
well-developed legal system,
with modern regulatory regimes
in different fields including, among
others, securities, competition,
banking and insurance, credit
an d inve stm ents , p rivacy,
telecommunication and more.
Israeli courts are independent.
While Israel has the highest number
of lawyers per capita anywhere in
the world, international law firms
do not have local branches there.
Consequently, the major local firms
have evolved into sizable one-stopshop operations.

Jacob Enoch, Advocate
Senior Partner & Head of M&A Dep., M. Firon & Co. Advocates
Jacob_e@firon.co.il ● +972-3-7540161 ● Your Israeli Legal Partner
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Harel Peleg Adv.: HP BOUTIQUE LAW

H

PLaw, under the management of
Harel Peleg Esq., is a boutique
law firm based in Israel offering a
personalized touch while offering
full legal services with a bespoke
and tailor-made advantage.
With HPLaw firm, no client is too
small or too large, and it has global
reach due to corresponding law
offices in the UAE, EU, UK, USA,
APAC, amongst others.

The founder of HPLaw has considerable
legal experience as the former General
Counsel for a multinational global
pharmaceutical and medical devices
company for over 17 years resulting in
in-depth knowledge of the market,
establishing strong relationships with
relevant industry segments.
The firm is focussed on four core
practice areas:
●● Commercial law, contracts, and
M&As

●● Services

for pharmaceutical,
medical devices, VMS, logistics,
international trading, licensing
and distribution
●● Legal services via a network of
specialist lawyers, if required
●● Comprehensive legal, regulatory
and commercial services can be
provided on a global basis
HP Law is the one stop law practice
for all your legal needs - both locally
and globally.

HPLaw - Experience your personal legal department
Contact:
Harel Peleg, Adv.
Phone: +972-3-547-4727
Mobile: +972-54-7995717
Email: harel@hplaw.co.il
Website: www.hplaw.co.il
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Yossi Gal: Your Global
HR Business Partner
and Consultant

W

hether you plan on
establishing operations
in Israel or looking to
do it globally, Yossi Gal, a Global
HR Executive with over 30 years
of extensive and diversified
international experience, can
advise and support you on your
HR journey.
Yossi, a highly experienced Global
HR Executive, has three decades
of accumulated skill, knowledge and hands-on experience
in major Israeli and global, cross-functional , cross-cultural
organizations such as Perrigo, Mercury-HP, Lumenis, GE
Medical Systems and Elscint, across the USA, Asia, India,
Australia, Europe, Central America and Israel.
Yossi has successfully developed and managed complex
and dynamic HR-related strategies, processes, analytics
and solutions tailored to meet international and local
business and people objectives including hiring of
executives, HR team development, change management
initiatives, talent strategies and employee engagement
and retention.
How Yossi Gal Can Help Your Business
Yossi will partner with you and your business to provide
leadership, management, support and expertise in key
HR areas:
●● Developing and executing strategic HR processes
focused on talent development and management,
organizational effectiveness, employee engagement,
change processes support, communication frameworks,

calibration, engagement surveys and adopting to the
"new normal".
●● Coaching and mentoring senior executives and HR
leaders and teams in different and diverse global
regions.
●● Organizational design to identify, prioritize, and build
organizational capabilities, behavior, structures, and
processes designed to drive business-aligned, positive,
thriving and efficient work environments.
●● M&As, Restructuring and Divestures support including
due diligence, capabilities screening, cultural gap
analysis, integration planning and implementation.
●● Mediation - a certified mediator, supporting negotiations
of personal and collective bargaining agreements.
●● CSR strategy and implementation
Your Reliable Partner in Developing Your Business
Whether you’re in the process of developing or growing
your businesses, in need of establishing or upgrading
your HR infrastructure or HR teams, considering an
M&A, reorganization, divesture, change management
initiatives, or looking to hire senior executives in various
geographies, Yossi will partner with you to deliver a
tailored solution to your business and people.

galyoss@gmail.com ● Mobile: 00-972-523-667661
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Freshly harvested dates

Mechanized farming of dates
at a Kibbutz

Desert farming
of greens

Farming & Animal Husbandry
in Desert Conditions
Israeli Specialists
and Our Trained
Personnel Can Enhance
Productivity

I

ndia-Israel Initiatives have assisted
a program on farming (open-field,
greenhouses & polyhouses) & animal
husbandry (maintenance and milking of
cows and poultry farming) at several
desert locations in Israel.
We send Agriculture & Agri Management
Graduates to assist Kibbutzim (Agri
Villages) in Israel. Trained field workers
can be engaged by farm-owners and
dairy / poultry farms in the UAE.

Greenhouse
farming in the desert
in South Israel

Happy cows produce
more milk

We also offer programs for Desert
Farming & Permaculture for farmers
(in fruits & vegetables under desert
conditions) from the UAE at kibbutzim in
Israel. They will receive both theoretical
training and hands-on experience.
State-of-the-art technology in Dates
and Fruits / Vegetables cultivation under
desert conditions can be offered by
Israeli Specialists & Consultants.

Grapefruit in desert
conditions

Vegetables grown
in a desert farm

Personalized care
for calves

A good harvest of dates

For more Information contact:

Automated milking machines at desert dairy farm
All photos courtesy of India-Israel Initiatives
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Abraham Yehuda

India-Israel Initiatives
(Abraham Yehuda & Associates)
Mumbai - Tel Aviv
Mobile / Whatsapp: + 91 9833368765
Email: abrahamyehuda@gmail.com

SMEs < 47

Role of SMEs in UAE-Israel Relations

U

What does the Israel-UAE normalization agreement deal mean
for the UAE and Israeli SMEs? | Leroy Pinto

AE serves as a global business and commerce hub,
connecting the Persian Gulf countries with the rest
of the world. From the Israeli perspective, UAE serves as
a gate to other areas of the world.
Among SMEs, there is scope for cooperation in Hi-Tech
(including medical equipment and devices, Cyber, Fin-Tech
and more), defense industries, agriculture and agro-tech,
diamond merchants and more.
Gateway to the Start-up Nation
More than 300 international Hi-Tech companies are
operating R&D centers in Israel. In addition, Israel has
military R&D centers, which are aggregated under the
Combat Equipment and Technological Infrastructures
Research and Development Administration of the Ministry
of Defense, and develop defense-related technological
infrastructures and combat equipment.
Israel’s Hi-Tech industry has had 138 exit transactions
in 2019, for a total value of USD 21.7 Billion, of which 122

were M&A transactions. Despite the Pandemic, there
were 52 exit transactions in the first half of 2020 valued
at USD 5.8 Billion.
Synergies between the Small Business sectors in
Israel and UAE
The numbers of SMEs and their contributions to local GDP
are similar in both countries - more than 550,000 SMEs
are operating in Israel and these businesses contributed
54% to the GDP of the business sector. More than 400,000
SMEs are operating in UAE and contributed about 52%
of non-oil related GDP.
The two countries also have several similar macroeconomic characteristics. The monetary extent of GDP
and the GDP per capita were close to similar in 2019. Both
countries enjoy high credit rankings, AA for the UAE and
AA- for Israel.
The writer is Head of Sales & Marketing Solutions
at CRIF Gulf DWC LLC
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High-technology agriculture
To ensure future
Food security
Technical assistance in growth of
high-quality plant material in tissue
culture laboratory and greenhouses
Supply of selected genetic material
and growing technologies to ensure
higher yields for longer years

Zakai Ltd.
zakai@zakailtd.co.il
www.zakailtd.co.il
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Seeds of Fruitful
Cooperation
Not just Drip Irrigation: Israeli
Expertise in Desert Agriculture can
assist UAE in many ways | By Ori Nadav

D

espite its desert climate, agriculture has always
been a strong sector in the UAE. Obstacles like water
scarcity, severe heat and soil salinity have affected
development, but still the UAE has found innovative
solutions to overcome them.
In 2019, the total value of food imports to the Emirates
was about 7.6 billion Dirhams. The UAE agriculture market
is projected to register a CAGR of 3.2% for the period of
2020 -2025. However, it is still dependent on imports of
cereals as its cereal production is moderate: 9056 tonnes
in 2018. The import of cereals (mainly rice) was valued at
USD 1,257,136 in the same year. Similarly, fruit production
accounts for 381 thousand metric tonnes and vegetable
production stood at 302,114 tonnes in 2018.
Since the government gives priority to the production
of fruits and vegetables, production is showing positive
growth. In the past four decades, the number of plant
holdings in Abu Dhabi increased 38-fold from 634 in 1971
to 24,018 in 2019.
What are the UAE’s principal crops?
UAE's hot climate favors the growth of date palms. The
country contributes 6% of the world’s date production.
345 thousand tons of dates are produced annually, followed
by tomatoes with 78607 tons; cucumber and gherkins
add up to 71350 tons, topping the production in UAE in
2018. Other locally grown vegetables include cabbage,
eggplant, and cauliflower.
What Methods of Farming are Recommended?
Hydroponics and vertical gardening are emerging in this
region because this process requires less water and no
land or soil. Sourcing the right partner in Israel would be
suggested as Israeli farming specializes in these methods
of farming. Large parts of Israel are still desert yet these
are successfully used as tracts for agriculture.
Recently, agriculture in the UAE has made a shift towards
modern irrigation systems, replacing the traditional flood
irrigation, in order to reduce water consumption. Organic
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farming practices have also been adopted to enhance
sustainable agriculture in the UAE .Governments have
traditionally provided incentives to farmers, aimed at
increasing production (such as a 50% subsidy on seeds
and pesticides, as well as special loans to buy equipment(.
How Israel can assist in Desert Agriculture
Israeli agriculturists and companies have been able to
maintain thriving agriculture in the desert. Some Israeli
companies offer an ecosystem of innovations - watering

UAE Agriculture - in Statistics
●●Deserts constitute over 1/5th of Earth's land mass,

and around 80% of the UAE's land area.

●●The

hottest temperature measured from 1983 to
October 2020 was reported in Abu Dhabi in July
2020: a record temperature of 48.0 °C.

●●The

total number of farms in the UAE is 38 548 60% in Abu Dhabi, 16% in the Central and Eastern
Zones and the rest in the Northern Zone.

●●Typical

plants: Flame tree, Frangipani, Tropical
Hibiscus, Date Palm, Yellow Trumpet Flower, Damas
Tree, Bougainvillea.

●●In 2019, 36% of the total holding area in Abu Dhabi

was plants, followed by field crops at 5%, and
vegetable crops at 3%.

●●Employment in agricultural sector in 2005 was 4.9%

of all employed workers. In 2000 this rate was 7.9%.

●●Revenue

derived from agriculture, forestry and
fishing in United Arab Emirates is projected to reach
USD 3.4 billion by 2024.
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systems, greenhouse, plant-soil, robotic
solutions in greenhouses, etc. And
they can assist farmers save water by
automatically assessing the exact amount
of water needed in every part of the field.
Livestock & Their Produce
Rapid development of agriculture in the
UAE was seen during the 1980s, when the
country started producing up to 30% of its
food requirements. There are today over
30,000 farms in the UAE, an exponential
increase from around 4,000 farms in the
early 1970s.
An increase was also seen in recent years
in dairy farming and poultry production in
Dubai and in other parts of the Emirates,
and local dairies met 92% of the demand
in the country. In 2019, the value of imports
of live animals to the Emirate of Abu Dhabi was about 2.7
billion UAE Dirhams.
The percentage of sheep and goats in the Emirate of Abu
Dhabi alone made up around 85.8% of the total livestock,
followed by camels at 12.7% and cattle at 1.5% as shown
by the data pertaining to traditional holdings in 2019.

Preserving Water
One major obstacle faced by the industry of agriculture
in the UAE is the scarcity of water. Past efforts made to
increase the cultivable area resulted in the depletion of
underground aquifers, drop in water tables and an increase
in soil and water salinity.
Here, Israeli technologies and processes could be adopted
to boost agriculture, as well as to ensure the preservation
of water resources. They could prevent crop loss and
monitor the supply chain of fruits and vegetables.
Israel also stands out in its management of water security,
including protection from cyber threats, water safety,
water resource security and its supply processes.
Making Agriculture Sustainable in the UAE
The UAE Cabinet introduced the National Strategy for
Sustainable Agriculture in June 2020. It aims to increase
the efficiency levels of farms, increase self-sufficiency
in certain agricultural crops and reduce water usage for
irrigation, among other goals - all meant to make agriculture
sustainable.
Currently, there are more than 50 organic vegetation
farms in the UAE. The UAE aims to continue sustainable
agriculture methods to boost sustainable food production
and reduce the level of imports.
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AgriGo Group: Global EPC-contractor
shares its know-how with UAE agriculture
AgriGo Group (Israel) is a global EPC contractor
and integrator for hi-tech agricultural turnkey
solutions in livestock, greenhouses and
aquaculture, with a focus on food security:
affordable high-quality nutritious protein
products, fruits and vegetables | Darina Privalko

M

eet Guy Mindel, Agrigo’s
CEO, with years of handson experience in modern
agriculture, who is ready to share
his expert opinion on how Israeli
technologies can enhance UAE
agriculture potential.
Guy, please, tell us about AgriGo
and what is the key priority for your
projects?
AgriGo is a private company, built
on generations of agricultural and
engineering experience - for over
20 years.
Today we develop and launch
sustainable agricultural projects in
all fields of agriculture, from vertical
poultry, dairy integrations to smart
greenhouses and aquaculture.
We work hand in hand with our local
partners and clients worldwide to tailor
the concept that precisely fits their
vision, business goals and local reality:
climate, legislation, site specification,
available resources, and even
local mentality. Then we undertake
full responsibility for seamless
integration of every stage of the
project development - from feasibility
study,business plan development,
engineering and financing solutions to
earthworks, construction, equipment
supply and installation - up to the
actual project launch.
Yet our work doesn’t stop here. Agrigo
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supports each project with executive
management solutions to optimize
production. Clients can count on us
24/7, from hands-on supervision at the
local site to ongoing remote 24/7 farm
management by the expert team in
Israel for early detection and proactive
prevention of any issues before they
happen. Yet, here our goal is to train
local personnel to be able to take over
and continue the successful operation
in the long run.
I’m proud when I look at the bigger
picture of our work. As Gandhi said
“Be the change you want to see in the
world” - our partners and clients not
only achieve financial profits but also
contribute in the long-term - improved
quality of life, food security, planetfriendly solutions.
Can you give any specific example
of AgriGo’s engineering innovations
for the UAE?
As we say, AgriGo speaks the language
of agriculture to give livestock, fish
and plants what they can’t ask for.
Thus our focus is to ensure the wellbeing and comfort of livestock and
crops in the extreme UAE desert
climate at optimized expenses, and

maximize farming results, product
quality and yield.
To name just a few, we developed
decision-support systems, based
on real-time monitoring and
control, smart artificial Intelligence
recognition and big data analysis
to let the farmers answer critical
growing questions with confidence
and create optimal conditions for
livestock or crop growth, reduce feed
and water consumption, minimize the
human factor and avoid financial loss
because of inaccurate assumptions,
and ultimately increase output and
profitability.
Our own unique integrated solution
for ventilation directs the air exactly
where the livestock is - to keep them
healthy, prevent diseases and ensure
the best FCR and productivity, while
keeping the energy costs down.
Our technology for Recirculation
Aquaculture Systems allows for
raising marine fish, such as salmon,
in salty water on land to ensure higher
growth performance, weight gain, and
survival rate at lower FCR and costs.
In the field of greenhouses and
gardening, AgriGo partnered with
SupPlant group, the acknowledged
expert in the field of data-driven smart
agriculture, to establish year-round
production of high-value vegetables.
AgriGo clearly sees potential of
enhancing business opportunities
in the UAE with our technology and
management expertise and are
looking forward to mutually beneficial
cooperation.

Contact: AgriGo Group
+972 77 210-5006 ● +972 77 210-5007
shavit@agrigo.co.il ● www.agrigo.co.il
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Agrigo's smart agri-tech
solutions for the UAE
...for aquaculture: fish
and shrimps

...for livestock:
dairy and poultry
●● State-of-the-art

ventilation and
filtering systems to cope with sandstorms, high humidity, handle extreme
heat up to +50 C
●● 24/7 monitoring for growth optimization
and human factor reduction
●● Biosecurity systems to prevent the
spread of diseases
●● Infrastructure design to increase
interior space capacity and livestock
comfort
●● Reduced ecological footprint without
economical losses

Recirculating Aquaculture Systems
(R.A.S.)
●● Breakthrough R.A.S. technology to
culture fish in marine water - on land!
●● An innovative sorting system without
taking the fish out of the water
●● Energy-saving water cooling and
climate-control technology
●● Own super-chilling protocols for fish
and shrimp shelf-life extension
●● High-tech image processing control
system for real-time monitoring of
water quality and fish performance

Dairy

Off-Shore Submersible Marine Cage
Culture Systems
●● High oxygen saturation for fish
●● Micro-elements, feed supplements
●● Single point mooring natural dispersing
- minimizing the impact on the sea bed
●● Negligible use of antibiotics
●● Extreme weather and sea conditions

●● Proactive prevention of mastitis, hoof

injury, and inflammation

●● Feed ration management software to

reduce fodder consumption

Broilers and layers

●● Automatic feeding and drinking system

to optimize FCR and weight gain

●● Unique range of egg collection systems

for laying hens in multi-level housing,
including automatic manure removal
system

...for desert agriculture
and livestock feeding
●● Biology microsystem for self-sustained

feeding operation

●● Automatic conveyor system from seed

to harvest

●● Constant

growing - 7-day growing
cycle / 365 days a year
●● No ground or soil need - zero
dependency on weather or location
●● No use of pesticides, fertilizers, or
chemicals
●● 95 % water saving - a computercontrolled watering system aided by
air humidity / adjusted per seeds' needs
●● High protein

...for greenhouses
●● Plant

monitoring sensors for Growth
Based Irrigation GBI® and Decision
Support Systems DSS® technologies

Solution for sea level / coastline
extreme weather
●● F-Clean Greenhouse with unique longlasting silicon covers
●● Unique "High Dry" systems for optimal
control of temperature and humidity
conditions
Solution for mountain range /
medium weather
●● Closed Gothic Greenhouse with Plastic
Cover
●● Temperature and Humidity Control
by forced air ventilation, top center to
side walls using exhaust fans
●● High Pressure Fogging for Cooling
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nutrient availability for plant growth. IAS has the answer
for that. In field and protected cropping, our natural, multinutrient Polysulphate fertilizer, uniquely produced by
ICL, provides prolonged nutrient release that
optimizes growth of a huge variety of crops.
On the strength of acknowledged worldleading expertise in Israel, we have developed
a collection of controlled release fertilizers for
specialty crops. For example, our Osmocote
brand gives guaranteed release to match the
nutritional needs of plants at different stages
of growth, giving plants exactly what they
need, from rooting to finishing.
In addition, we have created our leading
collection of water-soluble fertilizers for
fertigation and foliar application. In the
ornamental, turf and amenity market we
complete our offer by combining nutrition
with plant protection and growth enhancers
to achieve the finest appearance.

Meet the Future
of Fertilizers ICL’s Innovative
Ag Solutions

Helping to Ensure Food Security
and Food Safety

T

o contribute to better growth of crops in fields,
orchards, plantations and greenhouses on five
continents, ICL’s Innovative Ag Solutions (IAS) is
bringing fertilizers of the future to farmers today.
ICL Group is a global, specialty minerals and chemicals
company. We employ over 11,000 people, operating value
chains in a unique, integrated business model.
Working from the Ground up for Better Crops
ICL is one of the world’s largest fertilizer companies.
ICL’s IAS provides farmers, growers and manufacturers
in Asia, Europe, Africa, North and South America with an
impressive collection of high-performance plant nutrition
solutions that increase yield and improve the quality and
value of crops grown.
Balanced and Targeted Crop Nutrition
Crop plants need fourteen essential nutrients to thrive. The
broad collection of IAS products - from macronutrients to
specialist micronutrients - enables any farmer or grower
to make the perfect crop nutrition choice to meet his
crops’ needs precisely, whether soil-applied, foliar or
through drip irrigation.
Cutting-edge Plant Nutrition delivery
Not only do plants have specialist needs for nutrients,
they also require delivery with perfect timing - to match
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Solutions for our Time
In addition to helping to ensure global food
security and food safety, IAS fertilizers also
help overcome other agricultural challenges
of our time. Firstly, by increasing crop yield on existing
agricultural land and preventing excess conversion of
precious natural habitats into farmed land.
Secondly, IAS products also increase nutrient use
efficiency and protect the wider environment by
minimizing the loss (through leaching and volatilization)
of applied plant nutrients. Thirdly, farming’s carbon
emissions are improved with IAS products. For example,
our Polysulphate, compared with alternatives, has a
lower carbon footprint.
Working together for Supply Chain Excellence
We develop and supply advanced fertilizer products
and methods to create abundant supplies of nutritious
food. All our customers receive the highest quality and
competitive pricing together with prompt and relevant
advice.
To produce the harvests of tomorrow, every nation needs
the best of farming and growing today and ICL’s IAS
fertilizers are a key part of making that possible.

For further information, please contact:
www.icl-group.co.il

 משרד החקלאות ופיתוח הכפר/ מדינת ישראל
State of Israel \ Ministry of Agriculture
& Rural Development

קידום ויישום מו"פ בחקלאות

דרושים סטודנטים
Israel's Agricultural Research Organization Is now
within
your reach. We are opening ourדגןgates
החקלאית בביתto
 הקריהcollaboration
 בקמפוס, במנהל המחקר החקלאי,את מסחור הטכנולוגיות
,דינמית
משרה
ל
"
הסכמים
ואכיפת
מנהל בקרה
 מנהל עסקים לתפקידי "עוזר/ ה
with UAE companies and research institutes גביה
and
looking
forward to developing new innovative products together
.ים אישיים ובינאישיים גבוהים

Our expertise is well-founded on six in-house research centers
 אסרטיביות ויכולת ביטוי טובה, אחריות, יכולת לתשומת לב לפרטים,חשיבה עצמאית
spread over four campuses throughout Israel and enables:
Sustainable and semi-arid agriculture
● Fruits, vegetables and herbs - high-quality varieties
● Extending shelf-life, smart packaging
● Improving shape, color and taste of species
● Food security and Food safety
● Biological control
● Innovative Agriculture-Engineering, Digitization,
DSS & AI
● Soil and water Tech
● Aquaculture, poultry and dairy technology
●

. שליטה גבוהה ביישומי מחשב ויכולת לימוד מהירה של יישומים חדשים,עצמי
.סוף מידע ממקורות מידע דיגיטאליים
. והסקת מסקנות, קריאת נתוני דוחות,ונים

.) שעות120 דנט (עד

ם של לפחות שנה וחצי

:של מנהל בקרה וגביה ואכיפת הסכמים ובתוך כך
.פנימיים בארגון כגון המחלקה משפטית וחוקרי מנהל המחקר החקלאי
. ועבודה מול חברות מובילות בתחומים השונים,גורמים עסקיים בארץ ובחו"ל

.ות הייעודיות והזנת נתוני התקשרות באופן עקבי ומדויק

.גים שונים

.מים והפקת חשבוניות
.מינהל עסקים/בכלכלה

.ת שנה וחצי

.בונות – יתרון
.
. ותוארך במידת האפשר, חודשים3 - כ,  המשרה להחלפה לחל"ד,

kidum@agri.gov.il :דים להעביר למזכירות היחידה המסחרית

ARO - Leading scientists and 100 years of research activity and excellence

Volcani Center is the research arm of the Israeli Ministry of Agriculture. Our breakthrough and
innovative research is the leading innovative force in agriculture
Israel
andLeZion
is well-known
HaMaccabim Road 68in
P.O.B.
15159, Rishon
Israel ,7505101  ראשון לציון,15159 .ד
abroad, covering all research disciplines in agriculture andE-mail:
food.kidum@agri.gov.il
ARO collaborates
with
leading
Fax: (972) 3 9604835 : פקסPhone: (972) 3 968329
entities worldwide, while keeping close connections with a wide range of growers, companies,
research institutes and universities as well as Centers of Excellence around the globe.

Working together, we can make the agreement between UAE
and Israel fruitful, colorful and full of tastes and flavors
Contact us: Mr. Shemer Topper
"Kidum" R&D Applications, Agricultural Research Organization, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development, Volcani Center ● Email: shemer@agri.gov.il ● Mobile: +972-54-5462065
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POLITIV: World
Leader in Agricultural
Films & Netting
A.A.POLITIV is a leading producer of Agricultural Films
both in Israel and worldwide. Since founded in 1985, the
company has focused on development and production
of high-quality innovative films, while maintaining
meticulous costumer service standards.
In its modern facilities, located in Kibbutz Einat, Israel,
the company produces an extensive range of smart films
for agriculture and industry, 52,000 ton per year in total.
Among them, well-known brands such as: "Diamond" unique combination of light transmission, light diffusion
and thermicity; "Everest" specifically designed for hot
areas offering remarkable cooling effect; special films
designed for growth of berries; mulch films in various
color combinations; solarization films; ground cover films;
silage films and Silo-bags designed to maintain forage
quality by ensuring perfect conditions for fermentation.
POLITIV applies state-of-the-art techniques and
equipment including: fully computerized "formula-tofilm" process, computerized raw material dosing system,
and automated continuous film thickness control - all
of which come down to a wide variety of films meeting
climate and crop ever-changing needs.

Israeli standard 821, EN 13206, ASTM D-882, ASTM D-1709,
ASTM D-1003, etc.
POLITIV strives to keep close contact with its customers in
order to meet both technical and logistical requirements.
Hence, POLITIV acquired in 2013 a plastic film plant
in Mexico City, equipped with five-layer advanced
technology extrusion lines, with the capacity 21,000 ton
per year. POLITIV MEXICO serves customers in Mexico,
USA and South America.
In 2015, POLITIV expanded its activity into the agro-nets
industry by acquiring Meteor - a well-known insectprotection screen-netting company. Since then, by
purchasing new advanced extrusion lines and looms,
the company - under its new name GREENNETS - has
multiplied its volume, up to 5,000 ton of agrinets per
year. Leading GREENNETS' products are: "Bionet" for
suppressing insects` activities; anti-insects, anti-hail
and anti-bird nets, all with different mesh and colors.
POLITIV exports to more than fifty destinations - among
them: USA, Mexico, Spain, Italy, North Europe, Eastern
Europe, Russia, Africa, Australia and India - while operating
overseas subsidiaries and distributors. POLITIV's
marketing companies are located in USA, Mexico, South
Africa, The Netherlands, Spain and India.

Contact Us:
politiv@politiv.co.il ● www.politiv.com
POB 3, Kibbutz Einat ● +972-3-9016060

POLITIV was accredited by ISO 9001:2015, ISO 14001:2015
and HACCP. Politiv's well-equipped labs conduct the
necessary mechanical and optical tests according to
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Water
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Shaping the Future of
Global Water Management

Ranking among the world’s foremost developers and
manufacturers of sustainable products and technologies for water
control and optimization systems, A.R.I.-Dorot provide high-quality
hydraulic controlled valves and air valve solutions & produce the
ultimate hydraulic solutions for surge protection, water loss
reduction, and pressure control.
Contact Us
David Roisner David.roisner@ari.co.il
www.arivalves.com | www.dorot.com

Proven solutions for :

Waterworks | Industry
Wastewater | Fire protection
Irrigation | Digital solutions (IOT)
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A Drink To
Cooperation
Drought and water
scarcity are issues that
UAE residents have
lived with for decades.
New Israeli technologies
could help - drop by
drop | By Noam Eliyah

B

esides groundwater, desalinated seawater is the
principal source of water in the UAE; an essential
practice in a country dominated by the desert. While
groundwater is used for agriculture, drinking water is
provided entirely from power-generated desalination
plants located across the country. A significant challenge,
since the UAE has one of the highest per capita water
consumption rates in the world - at 477 cubic meters per day.
With demand for water growing annually, there is
an increasing need to invest in even more advanced
infrastructure and water efficiency technologies. The
water sector is managed by the Government through a
number of agencies and agricultural organizations. Heavy
investments were made by both the public and private
sector on supplying clean water. However, budgets have
been cut in recent years, and this has affected existing
projects.
Water treatment contracts are granted by both Federal
and Emirate-level Governments. As the bidding process
is long and rigid, companies willing to enter the sector
should be familiar with the local business culture and
manner of negotiation.
Besides the scarcity of groundwater reserves, some
significant water management challenges face the UAE.
High salinity levels in groundwater and limited treatment
of wastewater outside urban areas are some of the reasons
for the high cost of producing drinking water. Increased
re-use of water could lower tariffs.
Furthermore, the Government is working on reducing
water demand by eliminating subsidies and regulating
groundwater extraction. Storing water in aquifers is another
factor, together with the need for education about water
wastage. Some investments were made in new-energy
water desalination- here is a gap in the sector that Israeli
innovations can fill.

A Refreshing Vision
The short term needs are only a part of the picture. Since
2017, the UAE have laid out a long term plan called Water
Security Strategy 2036 with several targets
●● Reduce

total demand for water resources by 21%.

●● Increase

the water productivity index to $110 per
cubic meter.
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UAE Water - In Numbers
●● Water

precipitation in depth (2017) - 78mm/year.

●● Water resources per capita (2017) - 16m³/person/

year.

●● Water
●● Reduce

the water scarcity index by three degrees
from 6.58 in 2017.

●● Increase

the reuse of treated water to 95%.

consumption per capita: 550 liters a day.

●● People

with no access to a safe drinking water
source (2015): 0.4 % of the population.

●● In

2019, the UAE Government’s investments in
water and energy projects (2019) - $1.6 billion.

●● Increase

national water storage capacity by
establishing six connecting networks between water
and electricity entities across the UAE.

Abu Dhabi’s Department of Energy announced a plan to
build the world’s largest desalination plant. Production
is due to start in 2022, and raise Abu Dhabi’s RO output
to 30% of total desalinated water production (from 13%
currently).
Filling In The Gaps
Opportunities for foreign entrepreneurs: offering new ways
for making drinking water production more efficient (like
solar-powered reverse-osmosis desalination technologies),
solutions for storage, and wastewater treatment and
reuse. About 51% of the UAE’s water supply comes
from groundwater, and there is a need to improve the
natural renewal of groundwater resources. The treatment
and sanitation of wastewater are also in need of large
investment. Treated wastewater caters to most industrial
and agricultural requirements.
Equipment is another part of the story: water and wastewater
membranes, pipes, and components are needed in large
amounts. The same with water monitoring equipment like
auto samplers and flow meters, as well as more water
efficient faucets, toilets, and pipes with low leakage.
An Israeli Drop Of Water
Eventhough predominantly a desert, Israel has found many
ways of making water available - through desalination, for
agricultural use and even for drinking. Today, most of Israel’s
freshwater comes from its five desalination facilities.
The innovative Israeli water technology ecosystem

comprises no less than 180 companies. Among the
best-known Israeli water-tech solutions is the famous
water irrigation system (Drip Irrigation) to control water
consumption in agriculture.
The local need to improve the quality of drinking water
by using and recycling water filters can be answered
with bilateral cooperation, developing easy access or
biological solutions for purifying and re-using drain water
and improving existing rainwater harvesting systems might
be another collaboration.
Israeli innovations picture an exciting futuristic vision: some
of them include uploading municipal water data to the
‘cloud`, enabling remote cellular control of water systems
(compared to previously used radio communication). Others
offer realtime monitoring of a city's water pipes, and setting
up alarm systems when sewage leaks in, analyzing specific
water infrastructure parameters to discover anomalies, and
more. Its also possible to do atmospheric water sourcing,
or producing water out of thin air, literally.

Israeli Water-Tech Sub-Sectors (by Number Of Companies)
Water & Wastewater Treatment - 89 ● Irrigation - 52 ● Water Systems - 41 ● Water Network

Management - 21

●

Desalination - 17 ● Domestic Use - 13 ● Water Quality Detection - 11
(Source: SNC)
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A.R.I.-Dorot:
Shaping the Future
of Global Water
Management
A.R.I.-Dorot delivers optimal
hydraulic solutions for surge
protection, water loss reduction
and pressure control

O

ne of the most important natural resources on earth
- water - has in recent years become a precious
commodity, due to droughts, misuse, and lack of
proper management and control. When water resources are
managed using innovative solutions, communities the world
over benefit from cleaner, safer drinking water, smarter
irrigation systems, less energy waste and, ultimately,
reduced costs.
A leading global provider of solutions for control, monitoring
and management of liquid conveyance systems, A.R.I.Dorot delivers optimal hydraulic solutions for surge
protection, water loss reduction, and pressure control.
A.R.I.-Dorot are pioneers in high-quality hydraulic controlled
valves and air valve solutions. Today, the company ranks as
one of the world’s foremost developers and manufacturers
of sustainable products and technologies for water control
and optimization systems.
Backed by a strong global ecosystem, A.R.I.-Dorot has
subsidiaries in the US, Spain, Italy, Germany, China, South
Africa, France, Brazil, Argentina, Mexico and India, with
marketing and sales activities in 90 countries worldwide.
Committed to product quality and to protecting the
environment, the company adheres to stringent global
standards and planning and manufacturing procedures,
and is certified in International Standards ISO 9001:2015,
ISO 14001:2015 and ISO 45001:2018.
Another valuable asset within the A.R.I.-Dorot corporation
is US-based OCV Control Valves, a global leader in its
field. OCV specializes in delivering the highest quality
control valves to a wide range of industries, including fire
protection, aviation fueling, commercial plumbing and
terminal services.
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Decades of Market-Proven Expertise
A.R.I.-Dorot has been part of the global water evolution
for decades, creating assets that enable communities to
develop, be self-sustaining, and grow. A.R.I.-Dorot solutions
have led the industry in water technology advancement,
with world-class innovations powered by smart systems
that contribute to and enhance the water industry. Since
its founding, the company’s mission has been to combat
water scarcity and support sustainable development with
cutting-edge control and pressure management solutions,
ensuring the efficiency, protection and preservation of
water networks.
A.R.I.-Dorot manufactures and markets a comprehensive
range of control valves, air valves, check valves and
Unmeasured Flow Reducers (UFRs), as well as software
system analysis for surge and air valve sizing and placement.
Touching Every Aspect of the Industry
Serving a wide range of customers worldwide, A.R.I.-Dorot
infuses each project with its knowledge and resources,
working closely with its customers to engage in sustainable
practices, preserve the earth’s greatest resource and build
a sustainable environment for future generations. The
following are the company's areas of expertise:
Waterworks. One of the company's most common practice
areas, for waterworks in general, A.R.I.-Dorot produces
valves for water supply (urban and rural), designed in
compliance with global standards to deliver clean, safe,
uncontaminated water, while also delivering energy savings,
and protecting the system from damage caused by surge
and leakage.
Wastewater. In this area, A.R.I.-Dorot produces valves for
sewage and sludge disposal systems (urban and rural). Made
from durable, non-corrosive materials, these wastewater

63

valves are all skillfully designed for low-pressure systems.
Irrigation. A.R.I.-Dorot also provides irrigation solutions
for agriculture and landscaping, whereby a variety of
valves, adopted for use in multiple positions on irrigation
systems, are designed to work efficiently with treated
recycled water, regulating a wide range of flow rates
and pressure. The company’s irrigation activities include
complex projects based on long-term cooperation with
leading global irrigation companies.
Fire Protection. A.R.I.-Dorot is recognized for its fire
protection products, hydraulic control valves for water
and foam solutions, based on the company’s experience
in the production of certified, listed and approved valves.
These solutions are expertly engineered to ensure smooth
and efficient operation of the safety system, guaranteeing
precise hydraulic performance. A.R.I.-Dorot products
effectively manage and control all aspects of fire protection,
including flood, pressure control, remote control, hydrants
and hydraulic control valves cast in various metals. Today,
the company is involved in a range of fire protection projects
across various industry sectors, including power, petrochemicals, construction, and oil and gas.
Industry. In response to the growing demand for safer,
more secure industrial applications, A.R.I.-Dorot provides
dedicated valves for the transmission of highly-corrosive
fluids in extreme environmental conditions, including
transmission lines and process facilities, such as filtration,
cooling, desalination, oil and gas and mines. To date, the
company has developed some of the most technologically
advanced products to serve the industrial sector, supported
by comprehensive analysis and customized solutions
for individual sites. A.R.I.-Dorot has also implemented
complementary products specifically designed to work
with lower pressure systems, produced from composite
materials, such as nylon and polypropylene, and metals,
including stainless steel 316, duplex 5A, aluminum bronze
and Hastelloy.
Smart Water Solutions. Today, A.R.I.-Dorot’s mission is
to develop and deliver “smart water” network systems
and services, aimed at increasing water supply efficiency,

enhancing water utility operations, reducing costs,
extending infrastructure lifespan, and contributing to the
responsible use of resources. The company’s comprehensive
Smart Water Digital Solutions encompass the entire
water system, guaranteeing water safety and improving
functionality, while conserving energy, and reducing utility
expenses and waste. These include:
ARISENSE - Monitoring air valves from anywhere, at any
time, A.R.I.-Dorot’s ARISENSE provides unique remote
visibility into air valves and pipes, to reduce operational
costs, and prevent fines resulting from leakage, overflow,
clogging, tilting, tampering, high pressure, and flooding.
ARISENSE deploys a combination of sensors embedded
into the air valves that continuously monitor operations
and performance, specifically pressure fluctuation inside
the pipes.
ConDor - A smart water system management solution,
ConDor efficiently controls dynamic and fully independent
remote water system management. The innovative
controller provides seamless two-way transmission,
enabling the receipt of online information on various critical
parameters, with real-time response to changing conditions,
automatically or with human intervention. ConDor can be
added to existing water networks, without requiring the
costly replacement of current infrastructure.
A.R.I.-Dorot is proud to continue its long tradition of
dedicated customer service, matched with high-quality,
durable, reliable products and solutions. The company
strives to expand its knowledge and skills in the planning,
development and management of water resources, to
ensure adequate, cost-efficient and sustainable supply
and quality of water, today and well into the future.

David Roisner

Contact info:
David.roisner@ari.co.il
www.arivalves.com
www.dorot.com
www.controlvalves.com
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Promoting
Bilateral
Cooperation

T

The Medical Devices and
Digital Health Market in U.A.E.
is getting a boost: Israeli
expertise is contributing
significantly | Or Noam

A Public-Private Opportunity
Private spending in the sector enjoys Governmental support

and the PPP model is being encouraged, especially in niche
healthcare sector skills like cardiology. Privatization of
hospitals and mandatory medical insurance, especially in
Dubai and Abu Dhabi, is expected to encourage spending.
Still, the public health provider Abu Dhabi Health Services
Company (SEHA) is a major innovative player: it comprises 13
hospitals and 36 primary healthcare clinics. SEHA partners
with global healthcare leaders, such as Johns Hopkins and
Mayo Clinic, to support R&D. Primary care in the country is
still regarded as being in the early stages of development
and the increase in the occurrence of diabetes is of concern.
Israeli innovation can be of use: many Israeli digital health

he U.A.E.'s population is projected to grow from 9.4
million people in 2017 to 11.055 million by 2030, when
life expectancy will reach 79.4 years, up from 77.3
years in 2016. Given the increasing need for care, 14,969
hospital beds will be required in 2022, representing 2,069
new beds. All this has energized the U.A.E.’s healthcare
market’s growth engines.
With 700 healthcare projects worth $60.9bn in various
stages of development, healthcare spending in the country
is projected to account for 4.6% of the country’s GDP by
2026 (up from 4.2% in 2016).
Recently, the Abu Dhabi Investment Office launched a new
$545m Innovation Program to include innovative solutions
for the healthcare and bio-pharma sectors.
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Fighting COVID-19 Together
Some Israeli solutions offer accurate Corona detection: a cloud
platform for cardiology and pulmonology; a remote examination
system for consulting a physician; a manual respiratory balloon
tech; advanced blood-diagnostics platforms; an emergency
ventilation device; and an AI diagnostic system for healthcare
insurers, providers and patients that helps authorities locate
potential COVID-19 patients.
Still, a number of future challenges are likely to characterize
the post-pandemic world-increased consolidation (through
M&As) in the global and regional healthcare sectors, as smaller
private healthcare groups increasingly face liquidity difficulties
indirectly caused by the pandemic.
One positive outcome is that a greater Governmental focus
will now be put on healthcare spend policies; decision-making
and regulation are likely be more efficiently conducted, having
long term influence on faster R&D and time to market.
New models of care are likely to emerge post-Covid, such as
greater digitalization with a focus on remote monitoring and
consultation. Telehealth is likely to be integrated even more
into PPP and Governmental healthcare systems. As mentioned
earlier, Israel has precise knowledge and capabilities to fill
in the gaps in this sub-sector.
Israeli companies entering the U.A.E. market even in the time of
the global pandemic will strengthen the local ecosystem and
meet local challenges through tested technology solutions.

innovations manage advanced diagnostic tools - including
a hand-held modular examination tool for examining the
heart, lungs, throat, ears and body temperature. All these
procedures can be run from home.
There are seven main sub-sectors in the Israeli Digital
Health space - Clinical Workflow; Decision Supporting;
Digital Therapeutics; Remote Monitoring; Assistive Devices;
Diagnostic, and Patient Engagement. Such tools make
diagnostic and therapeutic work more efficient.
Keeping a Close Watch
The U.A.E. population's documented life style, habits, such
as smoking and lack of physical training, are important in
determining general health and market needs. Smokingrelated illnesses amounted to $569 million in healthcare
costs. Over 900,000 adults use tobacco daily. 8.5% of 12-14
year old children are smokers; smoking is responsible for

1 in 8 deaths among men in the U.A.E.

Cardiovascular diseases are the leading
cause of fatalities in the U.A.E., accounting
for over 2/3 of all deaths. Strokes are the
third-largest cause of death, and cancer
accounts for 15% of deaths. Diabetes is
widespread as well. One in every three
schoolchildren is either overweight or
obese.
Israeli innovations are aimed at monitoring
and helping to change these patients’
lifestyle. Wearable tech such as monitors
continuously update the clinic about a
patient's vital signs (blood pressure, pulse
rate, respiratory rate, cardiac output, etc.).
A successful bilateral partnership can be
built in this area.

What's next?
The Abu Dhabi Economic Vision 2030
includes building a cutting-edge health
system with skilled healthcare professionals.
New hospitals, clinics and specialized
facilities are planned; investments in both
public and private enterprises, including
specialized care; and PPP.
Plans are afoot to modernize the
healthcare ecosystem and develop a
global health-tech hub. Israeli innovations
like simplified treatments for certain
types of cancer can be of use along with virtual physicians’
training, digital inspection of diabetes and orthopedic
patients, and managing personal sports routines.
A Quick Medical Visit
The global health tourism industry in the U.A.E has
generated revenues of around USD 32.5 billion in 2019,
and may reach USD 207.9 billion by 2027. Dubai and Abu
Dhabi were ranked the 6th and 8th respectively in terms
of leading global destinations for medical tourism.
Although significant healthcare infrastructure has been
created over the past five to ten years in the Emirates, there
are still some areas of specialties that need attention maternity healthcare, paediatrics, elderly care, fertility, onestop primary care centers, and treatment of diabetes. Israel’s
relative advantages in emerging areas such as womens'
health and auto-immune diseases can certainly assist.
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How Israel Can Contribute
to Shared Logistics

H

Digitalization and E-Commerce will play Major Roles

ow has Israel coped with Logistics during the
Pandemic? Obviously, it has hurt Israel’s logistical
operations through various stoppages and
cancellations, mainly of flight operations. However, being
a small country with a relatively flat landscape, human
transportation facilities and transport of goods and services
within the country were not interrupted outside of the
lockdown periods.
Fortunately, most of Israel’s revenues come in the form
of knowledge and consultancy. It is not overly dependent
on exports of goods and services. Being a small
country, but blessed with a vibrant agricultural sector,
it is self-sufficient in fruits and vegetables, although
it imports various kinds of meat, cereals and spices.

In electrical and electronic goods, of
course, there are quite considerable
exports but through various innovative
methods employed in shipping, aviation
and road transport, logistical operations
have been conducted fairly smoothly.
Shortages were not felt.
Innovative Approach Needed
Several adjustments and innovative approaches had to
be made in industry and finance of course. Repeated
lockdowns affected revenues.
However, the Pandemic set up challenges for industry,
finance and agriculture. The knowledge and solutions

The Logistics Sector of Dubai in the Pandemic - A Success Story
Making the Most of a Difficult Situation
Most sectors of industry, finance and
agriculture have been badly affected
by the Pandemic, but none more
than the Logistics sector. In trying
to come to terms with the current
situation, several adjustments have
had to be made and companies were
forced to think out-of-the-box. Just
how do you deal with supply chain
management when all the tools are
not at your disposal? Localization is
one approach to the challenge. But
if one looks at Dubai it has managed
to transform new challenges into
profitable opportunities.
A s a r e s u lt o f s o m e c r e a t i v e
approaches, large-scale shortages
of essential goods were not
experienced. The impact of the Covidinduced supply chain disruptions has
been reduced to the bare minimum.
Ways need to be found to reduce
Israel-UAE > Business Guide > 2021

operational costs and waste.
Dubai has the advantage of being
strategically located. It therefore
enjoys the huge advantage of
covering two-thirds of the world’s
population within eight hours by
air transport. It will continue to
be among the top logistical hubs
globally. And, in addition, Dubai has
succeeded in connecting demand
and supply adequately.
Resilience and accommodation are
the hallmarks of Dubai’s logistical
operations, and that is why it has
registered over 800 new companies
in the first half of 2020. In addition,
there have been several new projects
along with expansion of existing ones
- these have managed to keep the
economy well-oiled even in uncertain
times. All through this effort, it
has positioned itself to be the RE-

EXPORT HUB for world trade. And
in the course of this effort, Dubai
has leveraged new technology in
shipping, transportation by road
and air and in the methodology of
handling goods.
The Pandemic, in that sense, has
enabled Dubai to be more innovative.
Innovation, along with digitization,
have been fundamental to its
success. E-Commerce, paperless
operations, use of state-of-the-art
equipment and processes and the
Virgin Hyperloop are the new norm.
In the near future, the following
operations will play a more dominant
role in logistics - 3D printing, the
Internet of Things (IoT), augmented
reality, Unmanned Ground Vehicles
(UGVs), Unmanned Aerial Vehicles
(UAVs), exoskeletons and companion
robots.
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than earlier. How can operational
costs and waste be reduced?

offered by start-up companies helped Israel tide over
difficult situations.
Israel’s proximity to the Gulf States sets up an interesting
scenario in the management for logistics, trade and
commerce. New trading links need to be conceived - so
geography and strategic locations of the ports of the UAE
and Israel will create a win-win situation, enabling goods
and services to reach most of the world in far less time

Need for Investments
Substantial investments will need
to be made in order to address
these issues and this can be done
in a collaborative way between the
two sides. Various arrangements
between airlines have already
been made. Routes can be shared.
Similarly, steps have already been
taken in shipping and handling
of cargo. Delegations from both
sides have met with each other and
joint strategies are being mapped
out. This is to the credit of both.
Israel’s strides in digitalization and start-up culture can
be leveraged to provide solutions to hurdles in promoting
cooperation between the two countries. E-Commerce can
be speeded up in order to forestall any challenges that a
continuing Pandemic or other universal disruptive forces
can create. This can indeed make the cooperation that
the Abraham Accords offer hugely beneficial to logistics
in both places.
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Masoey-Al
Conveyor
Systems Ltd.
Leaders in
conveyor and lifting
systems, storage
facilities and
advanced logistics
equipment
Who we are:
Your conveying and logistics
capability is vital in the age of
rapid & precise manufacturing &
distribution. With over 25 years
experience, Masoey-Al Conveyor
Systems Ltd. specializes in planning,
manufacturing, supplying and
installing conveyor systems, lifting
systems, dynamic storage facilities
and advanced logistics equipment.
We provide a wide and comprehensive
range of products that meet all
your conveying needs - from DIY
components to complete material
handling systems that provide
automation, computerization and
full control.
Range of Products:
Our wide array of products, systems
and applications includes:
●● Overhead Conveyors and
Monorails
●● Cranes, Hoists, Lifting pulleys
and Vacuum lifters
●● Rollers and Wheels,
Multidirectional ball bearings.
●● Various types of Roller and Belt
conveyors
●● Dynamic storage and Order
peaking systems
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Large Capacity & Broad Spectrum
of Customers:
Over the years, we have supplied and
installed more than 1000 systems
and applications of varying types
worldwide. Among our clients are:
Intel, FedEx, Hilton, Sheraton,
Ministry of Defense, IDF, Rafael, ElAl, ESC, Airports Authority, Telrad,
Tadiran, Electra, Vishay, Keter Plastics,
Unidress, Klil, and many others.
Know-how & Cutting Edge
Technology:
The company’s experience, knowhow and technology enable it to
provide optimal solutions and
equipment to our clients. Innovative
design and engineering capabilities
together with manufacturing
flexibility and creativity enable us to
produce perfect solutions for special

demands: solutions that are simple,
efficient, and cost and time effective.
Why our customers value us:
Masoey-Al believes in loyalty to
its many customers and their
individual needs. We treat each client
with the utmost professionalism,
and are known for our reliability,
uncompromising quality and
excellent service.
Come see how Masoey-Al can
contribute to your success. Whether
you require a complex or a simple
system, a standard or a custom-made
product, we have the most suitable
solution for you.
Contact us today and detail your
requirements - what needs to be
moved, transported, conveyed,
transferred, lifted, stored, improved,
changed and more…

Contact us: Masoey Al Covnveyors Ltd.
Beit Sherim 3657800, Israel
Tel: 972-4-9833078 ● Fax :972-4-9833110 ● Mobile: 972-50-5335928
maso@netvision.net.il ● www.maso.co.il
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Starting a
Business in a
Free Zone in
the UAE
Free Zone authorities require minimum paperwork
and duration. Here are the key steps:
●● Determine the type of legal entity
●● Choose a trade name
●● Apply for a business license
●● Choose an office space
●● Get pre-approvals, register your business
and get your license
Determine the type of legal entity
●● Free Zone Limited Liability Company (FZ LLC) or Free
Zone Company (FZ Co.)
●● Free Zone Establishment (FZE).
Types of business activities you can conduct
●● Content production
●● Advertising
●● Animation
●● Corporate Film production
●● Corporate Print Material
●● Digital content production (e.g. CGI, 3D etc)
●● Educational content material
●● Film production
●● Gaming development
●● Graphic design
●● Illustration
●● Mobile media (e.g. content for interactive media
services on mobile phones)
●● Music production and recording
●● Music videos
●● Online electronic content production (e.g. websites,
e-books, travel guides etc.)
●● Performing arts and theatre
●● Photography/videography
●● Print content production (e.g. magazines, journals,
periodicals, newsletters, guides and handbooks, etc.)
●● Radio content production
●● Script writing
●● Software development (e.g. applications)
●● Song writing and composing
●● TV production
●● Web design and development (e.g. portal, search
engine, community site, web production, online library)

Other business activities
● Branding Agency
● Events/Festivals
● Exhibitions/Conferences
● Information Services
(e.g. media-related
market research)
●● Marketing Communications
●● Media content management (e.g. digital archiving)
●● Post Production (e.g. Film, TV, editing services)
●● Professional Association (e.g. non-profit)
●● Public Relations
●● Rights Management
●● Training (media related)
A. Initial approval
You are required to provide:
●● Completed application form
●● Business plan
●● Copy of existing trade license /registration
certificate (if you are an existing company,
applicable for local company only)
●● Colored passport copies of the company's
shareholder/s and the appointed Manager/Director
for the new company
●● Specimen signature of the company's shareholder/s
and the appointed Manager/Director for the new
company
●● 2 years' audited financial reports for corporate entity
or certificate of reference from a personal bank of
the individual shareholder
●● NOC from current sponsor (for individuals)
●● Unit title deed
●● Letter of Intent
●● Registry Identification Code Form (RIC) for Manager/
Director (Original and notarized)
B. Registration
After getting initial approval, you need to pay
registration fees and licence fees. The fees depend on
the type of license required. Then, you need to submit:
●● Completed application for registration
●● Board Resolution appointing Manager/Director
●● Power of Attorney given to Manager/Director
●● Memorandum and Articles of Association
●● Specimen signature of Manager/Director
●● Passport-size photo of Manager/Director against
white background
●● Share capital information
Source: The United Arab Emirates' Government portal
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Indian Business &
Professional Council
(IBPC) Dubai
The Largest Representative
Organization of Indian
Businesspeople & Professionals
in the UAE

E

stablished in 2003, Indian Business & Professional
Council (IBPC) Dubai is the oldest and largest
representative not-for-profit organization of Indian
businesspeople and professionals. The knowledge-sharing
and networking platform currently enjoys membership of
over 700 members and is the only Indian business council
recognized by the Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
The IBPC Board of Governors includes Industry veterans
and eminent Indian businesspeople – Mr. M.A. Yusuff Ali,
Dr. Azad Moopen, Mr. P.N.C. Menon, Mr. Mohan Valrani, Mr.
Vijay Malhotra and Mr. Suresh Kumar as the Chairman. Mr.
Dilip Sinha heads the Executive Committee as the SecretaryGeneral supported by Focus Group Conveners and Steering
Committees.
IBPC Dubai aims at promoting economic cooperation
including trade, investments and other economic and
financial flows between the UAE and India as well as
strengthen cooperation between UAE businesspeople
and companies and the expatriate Indian entities and their
counterparts in India.
IBPC Dubai works closely with its counterpart organizations
in India like CII, FICCI, NASSCOM, ASSOCHAM and others
to coordinate on economic and commercial issues. IBPC
Dubai also works directly with various Ministries in India
and UAE.
The UAE Government Departments and Federal Ministries,
as well as premier local business houses, recognize IBPC

A Webinar held by IBPC regarding business
between UAE and Israel

Indians in the UAE
Indians in the UAE constitute the largest part of the
population of the country. Over 3,420,000 Indian
migrants are estimated to be living in the UAE, which
amounts to over 27% of the total population of the UAE.
Indian contact with the Emirates that now constitute
the UAE dates back several centuries, as a result of
trade and commerce between the Emirates and India.
The UAE has experienced a tremendous increase
in the population of resident Indians who initially
migrated to the country because of opportunities
in the petroleum industry. Now, Indians are key to
the UAE's construction, retail, financial services,
manufacturing and transport sectors. A sizeable
minority of Indian migrants are involved in professional
services and entrepreneurship.
Dubai as the business council engaged in improving
the Indo-UAE business relationship.
Most of the prominent Indians businesspeople, opinion
leaders, professionals and top corporate houses of
Indian origin are members of IBPC Dubai. IBPC Dubai
regularly invites world-class opinion leaders, prominent
UAE nationals and captains of industry to address its
members.
For more information:
www.ibpcdubai.com
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Coastline: Prior to the
construction of 'Dubai Palms'
and other schemes, the
coastline of the UAE was about
1,318 kilometers long.

Facts about the
United Arab Emirates
The UAE is a constitutional
federation of seven Emirates:
Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah, Ras alKhaimah, Ajman, Umm al-Quwain
and Fujairah. Each Emirate has its
distinctive culture and tradition.
Capital: Abu Dhabi City is the capital
of the UAE Federation.
Political system:
The UAE is a constitutional federation
of seven Emirates. The Constitution
of the UAE provides for the following
authorities:
●● The Supreme Council
●● The President and the Vice-President
●● The Cabinet
●● The Federal National
Council
●● The Federal Judiciary.
Coat of arms: The UAE's new
coat of arms displays the UAE
flag surrounded by seven
stars, representing the seven
Emirates. The falcon is also
shown holding a parchment in
its talons which reads 'United
Arab Emirates' in Arabic.

Official language: The official
language of the UAE is Arabic. English
is widely spoken.
Location: The UAE is located in Asia. It
is situated in the southeastern region
of the Asian continent, and in the
eastern part of the Arabian Peninsula.
It overlooks the Arabian Gulf to the
north and northwest, borders the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the west
and south and the Sultanate of Oman
to the southeast.
Area: The UAE area is approximately
71,023.6 sq km of land, including
islands in the Arab Gulf, in addition
to 27,624.9 sq km of territorial water.
Abu Dhabi accounts for 84 per cent
of the country's total landmass.
Monetary unit / currency: The
Emirati Dirham is the official currency
of the UAE (AED). The dirham is divided
into 100 fils.
Exchange rate: Since February 2002,
the AED has been pegged to the US
dollar (USD). 1 USD=AED 3.6725
(approx.)

National Flag: The flag comprises three equal horizontal lines with green
at the top, white in the middle and black at the base. There is also a wider
vertical red ribbon in the direction of the flagpole.
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Population: Approximately
9.5 million. There are more
than 200 nationalities living
and working in the UAE .
The expatriate community
outnumbers the population of
UAE nationals. Indians form the
largest foreign community in
the UAE, followed by Pakistanis,
Bangladeshis, other Asians,
Europeans and Africans.
Working week: Government
and semi-government offices operate
from Sunday to Thursday.
Telecommunications:
International dialling code: +971.
Transportation:
Major airports in the UAE:
●● Abu Dhabi International Airport
●● Al Ain International Airport
●● Dubai International Airport
●● Al Maktoum Airport
●● Sharjah International Airport
●● Ras Al Khaimah International Airport
●● Fujairah International Airport
Seaports:
According to the World Shipping
Council, one of the world's top 50
container ports is in the UAE. The
UAE has several seaports. Some of
the major ports are:
●● Zayed Port, Abu Dhabi
●● Khalifa Port, Abu Dhabi
●● Free Port, Abu Dhabi
●● Musaffah Port, Abu Dhabi
●● Jebel Ali, Dubai
●● Mina Rashid, Dubai
●● Sharjah Container Terminal (SCT),
Sharjah
●● KhorFakkan Container
●● Terminal (KCT), Sharjah
●● Mina Saqr, Ras Al Khaimah
●● Fujairah Port
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Facts
about the
State of
Israel
The Land of Israel (Eretz Yisrael) is the
birthplace of the Jewish people. It is in
Israel where a significant part of the
nation’s history was enacted and its
cultural, religious and national identity
was formed; and there, its physical
presence has been maintained
through the centuries, even after the
majority were exiled.
Declaration of Independence:
14 May 1948
State emblem: The Menorah - a
candelabrum, and olive branches
representing peace.
Official languages: Hebrew,
Arabic.
Currency: The New Israeli Shekel
(NIS), which is divided into 100
Agorot.

Executive branch: Includes the
Government and Government
Ministries.
The Judiciary: Includes the system
of courts: the Supreme Court, the
District Courts, Magistrates Courts,
Courts for Local Affairs, Religious
Courts, Traffic Courts, Labor
Courts, Juvenile Courts, etc.
President: The Knesset elects the
President every seven years and his
main duties are representational.
The Prime Minister: The Prime
Minister is usually the elected
leader of the largest political party.
Elections to the Knesset are held
every four years, unless the ruling
party loses its majority in the Knesset,
and early elections are called.
10 Largest Cities

		

Population

1

Jerusalem

919,440

2

Tel Aviv-Yafo

451,500

3

Haifa

283,640

Governing system: Democratic Parliamentary.

4

Rishon

251,7

5

Petah Tiqwa

244,275

Legislative branch: The Knesset
is the Parliament of the State of
Israel. It is located in Jerusalem
and has 120 members. The present
Knesset is the 23rd and was elected
on 2 March 2020.

6

Ashdod

224,6

7

Netanya

217,24

8

Beer Sheva

209,00

9

Bnei Brak

198,863

10

Holon

194,273

Capital: Jerusalem.

National Flag: The colours blue and white were
chosen according to the colours of the ‘Tallit’ the Jewish prayer shawl. The Star of David has
been a Jewish symbol for many centuries.

Local authorities: Municipalities,
local councils and regional
councils. These authorities have
governmental and administrative
powers in their areas of jurisdiction
and are responsible for provision of
services to their constituencies. All
mayors are directly elected to serve
five-year terms.
Location: The State of Israel is
located on the southwest tip of the
Asian continent, on the eastern
basin of the Mediterranean Sea.
The State of Israel lies at a latitude
between 29° and the 33° north of
the Equator.
Area of the country: 22,072 sq. km.
Land area: 21,643 sq. km.
Area of lakes: 429 km. (Sea of
Galilee - 164 sq. km., the Dead Sea 265 sq. km.)
Land border: Total length of border:

857 km.

Coastline: Length of Mediterranean
Sea Coast 194 km. Length of Red
Sea Coast: About 12 km.
Population: The population of
Israel has reached 9.2 million. The
population of Israel comprises the
following ethnic groups:
Ethnic groups: Jews 74.2% ● Arabs
20.9% ● Others: 4.8%
Dialling Code:
+972 (for the whole country)
Working week: Sunday to Thursday
Major Airports:
●● Ben Gurion International Airport,
Lod
●● Ramon Airport, Timna Valley,
near Eilat
●● Haifa International Airport, Haifa
Major Seaports:
●● Port of Haifa
●● Port of Ashdod
●● Port of Eilat
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Israel and
the UAE -

Inaugurating
Economic
Cooperation

A

The normalization and peace
agreements between Israel and the
United Arab Emirates creates an
exceptional opportunity for economic
cooperation and business collaboration
based on the relative advantages of
the two countries which complement
each other. This cooperation can
promote peace and prosperity in the
Middle East | Gadi Ariely

t the beginning of December 2020,
another milestone was achieved in the
emerging economic relations between
Israel and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) the first official business summit between
the two countries. The summit was attended
by 200 leading entrepreneurs from Israel,
entrusted with the development of technological
innovation, along with Israeli scientists and
businessmen. These were four intense days in
which the Israelis met with government officials,
investors, finance, innovation and local high-tech
managers.The meetings laid the foundations
for the establishment of economic cooperation
between the two countries.
As part of the business summit, a special "Israel
Day" was held within GITEX - the technology Gadi Ariely, Director General, The Israel Export and International Cooperation Institute
week of the UAE, which is considered one of the
a special interest in increasing local food production due
largest technology conferences in the Middle East. During
to their high dependence on food imports. If there is one
it, B2B meetings were held between Israeli companies
thing the Corona crisis has taught us it is the need for food
and local and international companies organized by the
security and increasing food supply from local production.
Israel Export Institute.
Israel has high capabilities in the fields of agriculture,
This important meeting is the first in a series of many
irrigation, water management and desalination that can
meetings that will take place in the future, so I believe,
be beneficial for UAE. Israeli innovation in areas such as
between business people from the two countries in order
precision agriculture and smart agriculture are certainly
to realize the normalization and peace agreement signed
gaining a lot of interest in UAE countries.
between them.
Another area of fruitful collaboration can be found in the
The potential for commercial cooperation between Israel
field of digital health, whose importance has once again
and the UAE is high. We at the Israel Export Institute have
become clear in the Corona crisis. This refers to a variety of
highlighted a number of areas where collaboration can
technologies and applications that enable remote medicine,
be very beneficial: The first is agricultural and water
along with advanced medical technologies to improve the
technologies. In the meetings and tours, we held in the
quality of medical care.
EU countries, we got the impression that the Emirates have
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Another area is smart cities and smart transportation.
The UAE countries are already there with many cities
networked with smart cameras that also monitor
mobility. As far as I know they want to promote
their activities in these areas, in which Israel also
has a lot to offer.
There are many other areas in which we can
collaborate - from finance (with an emphasis
on Fintech, banking, insurance, InsurTech and
payments), through advanced construction to
medical cosmetics. We discovered that the Emirates
have a great interest in innovative technologies
developed in Israel in the fields of cyber, artificial
intelligence and more.
The UAE stands out in adopting technological
innovation in all areas and is one of the most
advanced countries in this respect in the world.
This creates a fertile ground for cooperation with
Israel. The fact that the UAE has a clear and longterm economic vision, based on the implementation
of technological innovation in all sectors of the
economy, also creates opportunities for joint
business activity.
One should remember that the new market of the
Emirates is a developed one and, in this sense,
it's ready and ripe to absorb the most advanced
technologies, unlike developing countries whose
needs are for basic solutions. This creates an
even greater opportunity for Israel’s technological
innovation-oriented companies.
The Dubai Expo, which was postponed from October
2020 to October 2021, will be another opportunity
for Israel to present its capabilities. The Israeli
complex in the exhibition will present the industrial
and technological developments of the "start-up
nation". In this event we will focus on creating oneon-one business meetings for Israeli companies
with relevant counterparts from the UAE and other
countries that will participate in the Dubai Expo.
On the other hand, Israel can benefit from UAE
capabilities such as an extensive logistical
infrastructure, with strategic ports transporting
goods all over the world, free trade zones and
extensive ties with many countries.
The peace and normalization agreements between
the two countries creates an extraordinary
opportunity for the two economies to cooperate with
each other towards a better tomorrow - a tomorrow
of peace and economic prosperity that can truly
light up the region and the Middle East as a whole.

ُإِنْ شَ ا َء ٱل لَّٰ ه

The Backbone
and Voice of Industry

S

ince its establishment in 1921, the Manufacturers'
Association of Israel (MAI) has been recognized as an
important pillar in the Israeli economy and its industry
specifically. As an independent umbrella organization, MAI
represents private, public, government and kibbutz-owned
enterprises, constituting a powerful advocacy element both
at the level of proposed legislation, and in practice. Through
lobbying efforts and hands-on involvement in policy making,
MAI supports free and open trade based on reciprocity, fair
trade, and facilitates opportunities for international trade.
MAI’s direct and indirect membership of more than 2,000
companies accounts for over 90% of Israel's industrial output.
Along with the government and the Histadrut (trade union),
MAI is one of the leading influencers in the Israeli economy
and the sole representative body of all industrial sectors in
Israel.
Additionally, MAI's President serves as Chairman of the Israeli
Employers & Business Organizations, a body that consists
of companies that employ 80% of workers in the private
sector and represent companies from all business sectors.
Unparalleled Network of Valuable Contacts
With its broad network of formal and informal contacts with
key players in the Israeli governmental and non-governmental
organizations, MAI is at the forefront of Israeli industry and
society.
The Association is officially represented in many public
institutions and agencies, both in Israel and abroad. Among
them are the Israel Management Center, the Israeli Innovation
Authority, the Federation of Bilateral Chambers of Commerce,
The Israel Export and International Cooperation Institute, as
well as numerous government institutions and institutions
of higher education.
In the international arena, MAI is represented in the EEN
(Enterprise Europe Network), the WEF (World Economic Forum)
the ILO (International Labor Organization), IOE (International
Organization of Employers), BIAC (Business and Industry
Advisory Committee), CIP (Competitiveness and Innovation
Program), European Horizon 2020 R&D Program, and the
ICCA (International Council of Chemical Associations).

For more information:
www.industry.org.il
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DUBAI, MY DEAR FRIEND!

J

The city that was built in the desert and brings
the best of all worlds | Rajendra Aneja

ust five decades ago, you were a spot of a desert without
a dock or a department of immigration. People, just
hopped on to your shores from a boat. Your modes
of transport were the lanky camel and the picturesque
dhow in 1971.
Then, you commenced the onerous journey of nationbuilding. The seven emirates bonded, as brothers. There
were about 250,000 nationals. However, you were a
visionary. You wanted to accomplish overnight, what
developed countries had taken centuries to achieve. That
was the challenge.
Best of the World
So, you decided to bring in the best of the world, in a tearing
hurry. A zero-taxation system from Singapore, technology
from USA and Japan, administration from Britain, labour
from Asia, professionals from the world.
You have travelled far and fast. Now, shopping, tourism,
financial services enrich you. Your GDP grew by eight per
cent, but only three per cent of it was from oil. You became
the financial nerve center of the Middle East.
You constructed monuments like Burj-Dubai, with
breathtaking speed. You built gorgeous world-class
hospitals, media, knowledge cities, hotels, restaurants
and golf courses. You desalinized the seas, and covered
the country with flowers and trees.
You host a multi-cultural society where people from
countries like the USA, Europe, Africa, Middle East and
South Asia live, work and bond together. Churches and
temples co-exist harmoniously with mosques.
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When people come to a country to work, they also need
their own food. So, you have ensured that cuisine from
around the world is available in almost every street or
locality. In fact, many residents admit, they get better
national food in UAE, than in their own countries. The
Municipalities ensure high standards of hygiene, whether
it is a seven-star hotel or a wayside coffee house.
You are an oasis of tranquility and reason, in a region that is
volatile and racked with battles. As the regional hub, your
ports and airports receive goods from around the world,
and then dispatch them to Africa, Middle East and South
Asia. There are ice rinks and enchanting theme malls. You
are the shopping mall of the world! The twinkling lights
of Shaikh Zayed Road form a glittering necklace on the
city. You play host to 16 million tourists every year. The
UAE lures 21 million tourists annually.
Enticing Townships
You have evolved into a clean, enticing townships. The latest
fashion and jewels jet to your malls, alluring the prettiest
girls from around the world. It is safe for a girl to walk alone,
any time of the night. The police are sensibly invisible, but
they are there, when needed. Your ambulances get patients
to hospitals as fast as any in the world. Your “Gold souks”,
in all the Emirates, are walks through fantasy lands.
The months May to July, bake with heat. But the months
November to February make up, not merely in temperature
but also in fun and culture. Fashion shows, film festival,
tennis matches, shopping festivals, parties, flower shows,
crowd all diaries.
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Your leadership is proactive.
Traffic jams cause delays. So, a
new floating bridge surfaces, a
pretty metro is winding around
town, more bridges are nearing
completion.

Mr. Rajendra Aneja with President Jimmy Carter,
at a Harvard Alumni meeting

Rajendra Aneja is the Managing Director of
Aneja Management Consultants. He was
formerly the Managing Director of Unilever
in Tanzania. He is an alumnus of the
Harvard Business School. He has authored
books like, “My Experiences in Modern
Retail” and “Business Express”.

Wise leaders
“Whenever you see great
achievement, there will be a
much greater leader around,”
my management professors
preached at college. Your
surrealistic progress is due
to committed leaders, who
propelled you, from the “Camel to Cadillac” era. They
were no-nonsense, front-line leaders. They worked with
breath-taking velocity. If your Prime Minister misses the
inauguration of Ibn Battuta Mall, he walks through it alone,
four hours later. Sometimes, he also drives his own car.
I was delighted to meet President Jimmy Carter here, at a
Harvard Alumni meeting. He carried his 86 years with levity;
his handshake was remarkably firm and warm. He dazzled
us with his energy, vitality and desire to meet everyone.
Soothing Seas
Above all, you have soothing seas with cornices and a
refreshing creek with scenic walkways. When stresses
engulf me, I scamper to a hushed spot on this artery. I
watch the “abras” (boats) glide on the serene, blue waters,

and the seagulls flying home,
somewhere. In that silence,
as the sun dips and darkness
descend, I feel rejuvenated. The
salty lapping waters of the creek
carry away my turmoil with them,
far away into the deep seas.
You have matured well, at
the age of 50. Thank you for
continuing to revere the camel,
who stood by you for centuries,
when the world did not know
that you had oil, hidden under
your sands.

Saving a Life, Saving the World Entire
In the movie Schneider’s List, Stern presents a ring to
Schindler, telling him the “Whoever saves one life saves
the entire world”. This is a quotation is from the Talmud. It
means that anyone who saves a single life, saves humanity
and preserves mankind.
The leaders who forged the Abraham Accords, to ensure
peace between Israel and the Gulf countries, have not
saved one life, they have saved a multitude of lives. The
atmosphere of suspicion, fear, mistrust will be replaced
by trust, sharing, economic cooperation.
This will create more jobs, prosperity and the deserts with
bloom with flowers and fruits. So, thank you to the leaders
who signed the Abraham Accords. Mankind salutes you.
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The Dead Sea
Jerusalem - the Old City

VISITING
THE HOLY LAND

T

he Land of Israel - ‘Eretz Yisrael’ is the traditional Jewish name for the
Promised Land or the Holy Land. Israel offers a plethora of historical
and religious sites, places of natural beauty, beaches, resorts, the
kibbutz, agricultural sites, archaeological, heritage, adventure tourism as
well as ecotourism. The most visited religious sites are the Western Wall and
the Graves of The Righteous, The Holy Sepulchre, Mount of Olives, Garden
Tomb, the Church of Nativity, Bethlehem, the Basilica of the Annunciation
in Nazareth, the Al-Aqsa Mosque, Temple Mount in Jerusalem; the Ibrahimi
Mosque/Tomb of the Patriachs in the ancient town of Hebron.

Steeped in
History - With
Plenty to offer
Tourists
The Shakshouka

Jerusalem is one of the oldest cities in the world, and a holy city to Judaism,
Christianity and Islam. The Old City of Jerusalem is divided into four quarters
viz. The Armenian, Christian, Muslim and Jewish Quarter.
The amazing beaches of Israel and the mouth-watering food like Falafel,
Hummus, Shakshouka, et al are never missed by tourists. Israel has a vibrant
cultural scene that appeals to many. Prior to the Covid 19 pandemic, Tel
Aviv had begun to host its own fashion weeks, combining film festivals and
cultural events throughout the city - popular street dances are one example.
Whether religious or secular, Israelis are known to be friendly, helpful and
outgoing. Not only is the country known for its food and culture but its also
geographically diverse. In the south you have the Negev Desert, the Arava
Valley, and the Dead Sea - with its therapeutic powers and mud bath that
does wonders to your skin - leading down to the Red Sea resort town of
Eilat; Jerusalem with its greenery and mountains; the beach city of Tel Aviv,
the commercial capital, humid most times but vibrant and energetic with its
beaches and night life; the North has the Golan Heights with it winery, the
Galilee, Carmel Mountains and the snow-capped Mount Hermon, famous
for its winter sports.
Driving from Red Sea - Eilat - to the northern-most town of Metula and
the mountainous Golan Heights in the North takes just 8 hours. A small
country but with lots to offer visitors!
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The ancient city of Jaffa
Courtesy:
RT&T Triple “S” Tours & Travel, Israel
Email: info@rttravel.co.il
Website: www.rttravel.co.il

Thank you!

Thank you for reading the Israel-UAE Business Guide!
We hope that you enjoyed it and received some helpful information.
We, at Paprika Productions - the producers of this Guide - will be glad
to help you take your business relations with Israel to the next level.

We offer:

Public Relations & Media Strategy Services

Marketing Communications & Commercial Content

Business information & Business Scouting
Content Writing & Websites

And more

Paprika: Your Biz-Dev Manager to the Israeli Market!
Contact us! info@paprikap.com | www.paprikap.com

Spicy Marketing Relations

INVEST
in UAE & Israel
COMPANY FORMATION SERVICES
BUSINESS SETUP

הקמת ורישום חברה
POST INCORPORATION
Retainership Services

UAE Mainland

Re-structuring

Freezones

Re-domiciliation

Offshore

Secretarial, Accounting &
HR Services

Foreign Jurisdictions

Trademark Registration

Founded

Ofﬁces

People

UAE

1994

9

300+

Israel

1988

3

50+

Catering to
Diverse Industries

ISRAEL ישראל

UAE איחוד האמירויות

uae@kreston.co.il
+972 3 613 0632
www.kreston.co.il

info@krestonmenon.com
+971 4 276 2233
www.krestonmenon.com

7000+
Incorporation
Clients in UAE

